Church Diſcenters , 


In Prudence and Conſcience : 
Hambly Submitted to the 
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Ozeat Councel, 


By one ie of the « Humble and oft Dutiful 
L4 his Di ſenting $ Tubjetts. 
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i, my Moderation be krown unto all men, for the Lor as is af Ha nd, 
1. 4.5+ 


A Chriſtian Toleration often di ſſpates therr Strength, when Ringber 
Oppoſition fortifies, KR, Char tes” Tt: AS: 2c FT King 
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* Yaving of late tme obſery 7d the Z7 Heat, Ave) ho 07 
_ and, Scorn with which ſome men have treated 
all thoughts of Faſe to Church Diſſenters, Ls 
"confeſs, I had a more then ordinary Curioſity to exa- 
mine the grounds thoſe Gentle men went u DOR : For I 
could not ry how to think Moderation ſhould be a _ 
Vice, _ Chr iſtianity was a Vertue, when the great 
| Doctor of that Religion commands, that 0zr Moder, 4 
ton be he 71 unt0 all MEN ; and WHY : 2 For the Lord” Sat 
haud : ang whar to do? but to judge our Rancor, and 
retaliar and 207_8 our Bitter nels of Spirit. And to 
lay wo , tis a ſevere reflection WC draw upon our 
lelves, that thou zh Pagan Emperors could endure.the 
Add -efſes of primitive Chrifitans, and Chr iſtian Coſars 
Teceive the” Apoteries of 77 jidels, for Indulgence, yetic 
lhould be thought, of fome men, an Offence to ſeek 


It, or have it of + : Chriſtian Prince, whoſe Intereſt EL 1 


darc fay it 15, and who on ofcif fo lately wanted 1t « - 


Bur the'C Conſideration of the Reafon of _ Offence, 
Will encreaſe our admiration ; for they £c2LUS, tis dan- | 
A 'o ger ous F 4 


; The PREFACE. 
rerous to the Prince to ſaffer it , while the Prince 5. 
po, a Diſſenter : This Dif culty is beyond all skdll 
to remove; that it ſhould be againſt the Intereſt of 2 

_ Diſfenting Prince to indulge Diſſent. For tho it will bc 
granted there are Diſſenters On dit [rCring Pr inc1p1cs 
from thoſe of the Prince, yet thev arc {till Dilſenrers, 
and Diſſent being the Princes Intereſt, It will natural 
ly follow, that thoſ Dillenters are in the Interet of 
the Prince, whether they think on it orno. 

Interefl will not Lye: Men cinbarkd in the ſame 
Veſlcl, {ecKk the ſatety of the Whol 8 n their Omnn, what- 
ever hes Dificr CI)NCCS they 114V ha A YC. And Self- 
Safety is the BB ;heſt worldly Security a Prince can 


have ; for tho "If Parties would TcjOYEe their own 


Principles DI evailed, yer every ONe 15 1 MOre tolcitous 


about ts own Safety, then the others Vericy. Where 
fore it cannot be unwiſe, by the ſecurity of All, 0 
make it the Intereſt as well as Duty of All, to ad 
vance that of the Pub >lick. - 
Angry things then fer aſt ide, 
That 35 beft to be done? This I 


Man's Queſtion, as to 865 1g an war =— Er It, W will b 
his Bufinss, Moder ation is a Chrittian Duty, and 1 has 
yer been the Prudent Man's Practice, For thoſe 
Governments that have uſed it in their Conduct haye 

\. Succeeded belt in all Agcs. MOLSON 


2 { remember, it is made in FE the Wiſdom of d te 
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Romans, that they relaxed their hand to the Priver- 
nates, and thereby made them moſt fachful to their 
Incercſt And it prevailed To much with the Perilians, 


that t] tney would endure any Extremity from Hanni- 
ral rather than deſert their Fr iend{hip, even then,when 


he Romans diſcharged rheir Fi dclity, and fent them the 
Diſoatr of knowing they could not relieve them. © 
ad one Act of Humanity over on the Faliſci above 
Arn's: Which confirms that nobl C SayINg of Seneca, 
Mir  mperanti, Melins paretur, the Mild eſt Con- 


-duct is beſt oveyed. A Truth Ce erated by Grotzis 
and C ampanelia: Pra Hed doubtleſs, by the braveſt - - 


Princes: For CY RUS - exceeded whe n he Buile the 


Jews a Temple, and hiniſelf no 7ew: ALEXA N- 


DER "Aſtoniſty d. the Princes of bus Train with-the 
profound Veneration he paid the High Pricſt of that 


Peoric : And AUGU JSTUS Was 7 far from SUP- 
Pp; elling the Tewiſh Wor, rjap, that he ſent Hecatombs to 


| Jort ob 27 tO encreaſe their Devotion. Moderation fall'd 
tc Reigns of the moſt Renowned Celars: And ſtory - 


{a JS. th cy were Nero's and Cal? 'gula 5 that loy'd Cruelty. 
Bur others £il} ws char Ditienters are moſtly Anti- 
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The PREFACE. 
things. ſhould. oblige her to grant the Roman C 7a- 


tholicks a ſpecial Eaſe, excluſive of the other Difſer-- 
= But with the leave of thoſe Wordy Gentlemcn, 

I would fay, no body is againſt that which is for hum: 
And that the averſion apprehended to be in ſome 
againſt the Monarchy, rather comes from Intereſt then 
Princi ples ; For Goyernments were never deſtroy'd by 
the Rs cſts they Preſerve. pgs 

In the next place, itis as plain, that there is a Fun-. 
damental Difference berween thoſe Charches in Reli- 
210n and Intereſt. In Rel:g7on, xt appear DV a Compa- 
do of the Thirty Nine Articles with the Doctrine of 

the Cown il of Trent. In Intereſt, they Differ + - Funda- 
mentally, becauſe our Church is in the Actual Poſſeſſi- 
on of the Churches and Livings that the other Church 
Claimes. Whar better Mixture then can thee Two. 
Churches make then thar of Iroz and Clay Nor do I 
think it well judg'd;, or wi 1n any that —_— to be. 
Sons of the Church of Eng/and, to ſeek an Accommo- | 
dation from the Topick of Aj/znity, {ince tis that ſome. 
of her Diflenters on alway's Obxceted, and ſhe as con- | 
ſtantly Deny d to be true. | 

I fay, this Way of Reconciling or Indulging Roman. 

= atholicks ſtumbles far greater Numbers of pcople of 
'ncarer Creeds, and gives the Church of uae nes thc 


Lys. Bur ſuppoſe the Trick took, and they only” of all | 
ERR Diflenters 


ThePREFACE. = 
Diflenters had Indulgence, yet - Their Paucity con 
fiderd, I am ſure, a pair of Sir Mfenelm Digbys 
Breeches would ſet with as good a grace upon the JatC 
Lord Rochefter's Dwarf, Upon the whole Matter, 
Let Men have Eaſe, and They will keep it; For thoſe 
that might Plot to Get it, would not Plot to Loſe it, Men 
love the Bridge they need and Paſs : And that Prince 
who has his People faſt by Intereſt, holds them by the 
ſtrongeſt humane Tye; for other Courſes have fail d 
as often as they have becn try'd: Letus then once Try a 
True Liberty -. Neyer did the Circuinſtances .of any 
Kingdom he more-open and fair tc fo blefled an Ac- . 
commodation as we doat this time. | = 2 
But we arc told, The Ifing has Promis d to Maintain 
tbe Church of England, as by Law E/l abliſh'd ; 1 grant 
Ic: Bur if the Church of England claims the HKing's . 
Promiſe of Protefion ; her Diſſenters cannot forget That 
of his Clemency : And as they were both great, and 
admrably diſtinguiſh'd,; fo by no means are they in _ | 
contiftent or impracticable. = 
Will not his Juſtice Jet him be wanting in there? 
And can his Grearnek of Mind let him leave the Other 
bchind him in the Storm, unpitied and unhetpt ? Par- _ 
don me, we have not to do with an inſenſible Prince, 
| but one that has been Toucht with our Tafirmities 3 + 
More then any Body fit to judge our Cauſe, by the = 
ai 


The PREFACE. 
 thare heoncehad in it. Who ſhould give E2ſe like the 
- Prince that has wanted it ? To ſuffer for his own Con- 
| ſcience, lookt Great ; but to dcliver other. Mens, werC 
Glorious, It 18.4 fort of paying tne Vows of his Ad- 

 yerſity, andit 5 4g therefore be done by any-one 
_ ele, with {ſo much 7uftice and Exampte. 

Far be it from me to folicite any thing in Deminu- 


ton of the 11 juſt Rights of the Chur << of Enakand: [Let 
_ her reſt protected where ſhe is. | Bur Thopre, none will 


be __ ght to intend her wrong, for r fuſins to under- 

ſtand.the Kings Promiſe to her, in a Ruinous ſenſe to all 

Others; and Lam ſure the wo uld underſtand hs '* OWN 

' Intereſt better, if ſhe were of the ſame Mind. For its 

morally ny ->oflible that a. Conſciencious Prince can be 

thought to-have ty'd himiclt to compel others to a 

 Communion.that himſelf cannot tl how to be Of: of 

that any thing can oblige him to ſhake the Fir mnek of 
thoſche'tas confirme dl DY 11S OWN Royal Example. 

Having then ſo Hluſtruous an Inftance of Integrity, 

as the om of theloſs of 7 bree Crowns for Coz ſcience. 

Let it at icaſt, excuſe Diflenters Conftancy, and pro- 

' voke the Fricnds of the $ ueceſſro 100 © Moderation, that 

no man may loſe his Birth-Right tor his Perſ;pafion, and 

_ - us to hive Datifally, and fo Peaceadly 1; Rf our own 

Vine, and under our own Fig-Trec,with Glory fo God on 

b thigh to the [ing 4 Honozr, and | Good- Wll to all View jen. 
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— That thece js fuch a thing as Confrience, and the 
Atbetty cfit, in reference to Faith and Worſhip towards 
God, muſt not be denied, even by thoſe, that are moſt 
icandal'd at the 7/7 uſe forne ſeem to have: made -of fuch 
Pretences. But to ſettle the Terms : By Confejerige, 1 
underſtand the Apprehen lion and Perſwaſion a waz has of his 
Dut; to God ; By jberty of Conſcience, I mean, A Free 


and oper Profeſſion ad Exerciſe of that Duty ; eſpecially 1” 


Worſhip : But T alwayes premiſe this Conſcience to keep - 


within the bonnds of Morality, and that it he neither Fran- 


tick DOT Miſchiewons hat-a Goa Seubjeet, of (7o0d Child, 
a Good Servant in all the affairs of Life : As exact to yield 


. : v e "So D- | 
to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, as jealous of with- 


holding from God the thing that is God's: In briet, EL] = 
| | one honmprmnnny tnat..:: 
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| that acknowledges the civil Goverment under which he 
_ lives, and that maintains no principle hurtfull to his 
| Nezghbour in his civil property : | For he that in any 


thing violares his Duty to theſe Relations, cannot be {aid 
to obſerve it ro God, who ought to have his Tribute out 


” 


_ of it. 'Such do not reject their Prince, Parent, Maſter or 
| Nezghbour,but God who enjoyns that Duty to him. 'Thols 
' Pathetick words-of Chriftwill naturally enough reach the 
* caſe, © Iz that ye did it wet to them, ye aid it noi to me; Or 
Duty to ſuch Relations have a divine Stamp: And divine 


'Right runs through more things of the World, and Acts 


of our Lives then we are aware of: And Sacriledge may 


be committed againit more than the Church. Nor will 


a Dedication to God, | of rae Robbery from Man, expi- 
- ate the Gniic of Difobedience: For though Zeal could 


turn Goffep ro Theft, his Altars would renounce the 


ti TN as eee i Crd ri © 
Tie Couſciexce then that I itate, and the Liberty T pray, 


\ carrying ſo great a Salve and Deference to publick and 
private Relations, no ill deſign, -can with any Juſtice, be 
-fixt upon the Author, or Refle&ion upon the Subject, 
whieh by this time, T think, 'I may venture to call a 


RO PTR— ER 
But to this ſo much craved, as weil 'as needed Toleration, 


1 meet with two Objections of weight,the {alving of which 
will make way for it in this Kingdom. And the firlt is a Dis- 


belief of the Poſlibility of the thing, Tolerazion of D:ſjent- 


"ing Worſhips from that eftabliſſ}t, is not pratticable (ſay ſome) 


wit honut danger fO the date, with which if ts iBterwouen. This 
is Political. The other Objections 15, 4 bat adnitting Di (ſent= 
ters tobe in the Wrong (which & always premiſed by the Nation- 
al Church) ſuch Latituge were the way to keep up the Diſ-uaton, 


"OF znſtead of compelling them ints abetter Way,teave the: in the 


paſſeſſron 


w 


= — HS 
poſſeNion and perſnit of their old Errors, "This is Religious, TÞ 
think [ have given thz O5jections fairly, 'twill be my next 
bulmels to anſwer them as fully. _ LE EY 
The ſtrength of the firſt Ob5jeXion againit this Liberty, 
is the D:wger faggeſted to the'St ae; the Reaton is, the Na- 
tional Form being iaterwover with the Frame of the Govern- 
ment. But this teems to me oaly laid, and nor only (with 
ſubmiſſion) not prov d, but nor true: For the eltabliihe 
Religion and Worſhip are no- ocher ways interwoven with 
the Government, than that the Goveramenrt makes protei- 
fion of them, and by divers Laws has made them ihe Cer- 
rant Religion, and requ:red all c26 Members ot the State to 
conform to it, Gs CG 

Fhis is nothing but what may as well be done by the Go- 
vernment, . for any other Pertwaſion, as that. ?Tis true, 'ts 
not ealie to change an e{tabliſh'c Religion, nor 15 that the 
Queſtion we are upon ; but State Religions have been chang'd 
Without the change of the States. We {ce this in the Go- 
vernments of Germapy and Dexmark upon the . Ref* 0/4110 : 
But more clearly and near cur {clves, inthe caſe of Hezry che 
eighth, Edward the fxth, Queen Mary and Elizabeth ; ter the 
Monarchy #ood, the Family remarucd and ſucceeded under all 
the Revolutions of State-Religion, which could not have 

ben, .had the Propoſition been generally true. 
 Thechange of Religion then, does not zeceſſarily change 
the Government, or alter the State ; and if {o, # fortiors, in- 
dulgence of Chureh-Diſſenters, does not- xeceſſarily hazarda 
change of the State, where the preſent State-Religion or 
Church remains the ſame ; for That I premije. EE. 
 DOmMme may fay, That it were more: facile to change from one 
National Religion to another, than to maintain the Mowarchy 
and Church, againſt the Ambition and Faction of divers 
a i(ſenting Parties. But this is improbable at leaſt, For is 
A 2” | 5 
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were to ſay, That it is an eaſier thing: to change a whole 
Kingdom, than with the Soveraign Power, followed with - 
Armies, Navies, Judges, Clergy, and all the Coxformits of. 
the Kingdom, to ſecurethe Government-from the Ambition 
and Faction of Difſexters, as differing in their Tntereſts 
within themſelves, as in their Perſwaſiens; and were they 
united, have neither Power to awe, nor Rewards to allure 
to their Party. They can only be tormidable, when headed 
by the Soveraign. "They may ſtop a Gap, or make, by his 
Acceſſion, a Ballance : Otherwiſe, till *tis harder to fight 
broken and divided Troops, than an entire Body of an Army, 
it will be always, eaſier to maintain the Government under 
a Toleration of Difſenters, than in a total change of Religt- 
on, and even then it felt, it has not faild to have been preſer- 
ved. But whetherit be more or leſs caſte, is not our point; 
if they are many, the danger 1s of exaſperating, not of 
making them eafie ; for the force of our Queſtion is, Whe-- 
ther ſuch Indulgence. be ate. to the State? And here we 
have the firſt-and laſt, the beſt and . greateſt Evidence for 
as, which is Fact and: Erneriente, the. Journal and Re- 
{olves of Time, and Treaſure ot. the Sage, 


For, Fir [7 , the Jews , rat had moſt to ſay for their Re-- 
{igion, and whoſe Religion was Twin to their State (both 
being joyn'd, and ſent with Wonders from Heaven) Izdlg'd 
Strangers in their Religious Dillents. They requir'd but rhe 
belicf of the Noachical Principles, which were common to. the 
World : No Idolator, and but a. Moral May, and he had his 
Liberty, ay, and ſome, Priviledges too, tor he had an apart- 
ment in che. Temple, and this without danger to the Govern- 
ment. Thus Maimenides, and others of their own Rabbies, | 
and Grot/zs out of them. 2 
The Wi[aom of the Gontiles: was very iireableio this 

CDAL.:.-:* 
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BY 
that tho? they had wany SeQs of Philoſophers among them, 
each diſlentirg t1em the other in their Principles, as well as- 
Diſcipline,and that rot only in Phyſical things, but points Me- 
Meraphz ical, in which ſome of the Fathers w ere not free, the 
Schcol-men aceply engaged, and our preſent Accademies but: 
tcO much perplext ; yet they i#dulg'd them and the beft Livers | 
with rgular Kineneſs : The greateſt States men and Cap- 
tains often becc mirg Patrozs of the &«Qs they beft aftected, 
benouring their Readings with their Preferce and Applauie, 
So far vere thoſe Ages, wv hich we have made as the ortg10al. 
of Wiidem and Politcneſs, frcm thinking T oleration an Error 
of State, or dangerous to the Government. . Thus Plairach, 
Strabo, Laertins, and others. 
 TotheſeInftancesI w ay add the Latitude of olC Rowe, that 
bad almoſt as many Deities as Houſes: For Yearro telis us Ct 
no lels than thirty Theuſend ſeveral Sacra, or Religious 
Rites among her People, and yet without a Quarrel: Un- 
happy fate of Chriftiazity ! the beſt of Religions, and yet her 
v ortellogy maintain leſsCharity than IENY "_ rs 
e& FEEWar to them. t ſhews us to bave but little of 
. r aaa them L fear, It INE) 

But nearer hee, ard in our own time, we ſte the eficcts 
of a diſcreer Indulcence, even too Emulation. DPoelland, that 
BEE ef the Wcrid, neither Sea nor cry Lard, now the 
Rite! of talleſt Morarchs ; not by Congzeſf's, Marreages, 
cr acccil'on of Ro: al Bleed, the uſyal wayes ro Empire, But 
by her own ſuperlative Clomency and Inanfiry ; for the one 
Was the effett of the other : Ske cheriſht her Pecple, w]at- 
Icever were their Cp:n10ns, As the rea'cnsble ſteck of the 
Courtry, the Heads ard Fands of her Trade:and Wea-tn ; 
and Meking them eaſe inthe rain point, their Coxſcte nce, 
ite hecawe great by them: This mace ker fill with. Peope, 
al thy 611 d her v.uth Ricks ard Erorgthe. 
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| Andif it ſhould be ſaid, She is upon her Declenſion for all that: 
| Anſwer, All States muſt know it, nothing is here Immortal. 
Whereare the Babylonian, Þerſtan and: Grecian Em pires* 
And are not Lacedemon, Athens, Rome and Carthage 
.-£one before lier? Kingdoms and Common-Wealths hav® 
their Births and Growths, their Decleaſions and. Deaths, 45 
_ wellas private: Families and Perſons: But ris OW1nNg,neitnher 
to the 4rmies of France, nor Navzes of. Exgland, but her ow! 
Domeſtick Troudles. 
Seventy Two. ſticks in her Bones yet : The growing 
Power of the Prince of Orange, muſt in ſome degree,. be at 16 
Ebb to that States Strength ; for they are not ſo unanimous F#hy 
and vigrous 1n their Intereſt as formerly : But: were they {e- 
cure againſt the danger of their own Ambition-and Jealouſie, 
any body might enſure their Glory at five per Cenr. But 
ſome of their greatelt men apprehending they. are in their 
Climatterical Juntture, give up the Ghoſt, and care not, it 
they muſt fall, by what hand 1t 1s. _ 
Orhers chuſe a Sranger, and think one afar of will givc 
the beſt Terms, and leaſt annoy them : whileſt a confider-. 
able Party have choſen a Deomeſftick Prince, a Kjn to their NR 
early Succeſſes by the fore- Father”s ſide (the Gallantry of his - 
Anceſtors) And that his own greatneſs and ſecurity arc 
_ wenpt up in theirs, and therefore modeftly hope to find 
eheir Account in his Proſperity. But this is a kind'of Digre(- 
 greſſion, only before I leave it, I dare venture to add, that if 
the Prince of Oraxge changes not the Policies of that State, 


he will not change her Fortune, and he will mightily add-t0 
his own. 


by all Moparchical States. This indeed were fhrowdly to the - 
purpoſe, in Ezelazd, if it were but true. But I'don't fee how 
there can be one true Reaſon advanc'd 1n favour of this Ob- 
jection : Moparchies, as well as Common-Wealths, fubſiſting 
by the Preſervation of the People under them. © 

"But, Firſt, if this were true, it would follow by the Rule 
ol Contrartes, that a Republick could not ſublift with Uzziry 
and Hrerarchy, which is Mozarchy 18 the Church ; butit muſt, 
trom ſuch Mozarchy in Church, come to Mozarchy in State too. 
But Venice, Genova, Lucca, ſeven of the Cartons of Switzerland, 
(and Rowe her ſelf, for ſhe is an Ariftocracy) all under the 
loftieſt Fherarchy in Church, and where is no Toleration, 
ſhow in AQ, that the contrary is true. 

But, Secozaly, this Obje&tion makes a Common- Wealth the 
better Government of the two, and ſo overthrows the thing 
 4t would eſtabliſh. This is efeftually done, it I know any 
thing, fince a Common-Wealth is hereby rendred g more 
copious, powerful and beneficial Government to Mankind, 
and 15 made betrer to anſwer Contingencies and Emergencies 
of State, becauſe this ſubſifts ezther way, but Mozarchy not, 
if the Objeftion be true. The one proſ”ers by Uzzo#in Wor- 
Thip and Diſcipline, and by Toleratron of diflenting Churches 
from the National. The other only by an #aiverſal Conformity 
toa National Church. I ſay, this mares Monarehy (10 it felt, 
doubtleſs, an admirable Govern en:) /eff Powerful, lefoS.Ex- 
tended, leſs Propitions, and finally leſs Se to the People un- 
der it, than a Common; Wealth ; In that #o Seciirity 18 left tO 
Monarc:y under diverfity of Werlihips, which yet no man 
can defend or forbid,: but may 0iten arrive, as it hath in 
Exeland, more than tive times in the two laſt Ages. ., And 
truly *tis natural for men to chule to ſettle where they may 

Fa ſafeſt from the Power and Miſchief of fuch Accidents of 
, dfate. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole matter,it is ro releA the /zf Mf:5i5f upon. 
 Moaarchy, the work E1:nts ir his 02.1:4 1352 5 Ailgracg, 
oreadinger it by ; fince itjs to cell the People 41ler tc, that 
they mitt eithzr confo-, or b2d2/troy24,0r tO 1472 T2: ves, 
turn Hypocrites, or change the Frame of the Govern:ineat they 
under. A perplexity bach ro Mo» rh and Peopie, chu noching 
can be grearer but the comfort of kaowing ca? Yojection 15 
Falſe. And that which oaght 10 mike every reaionabie man __ 
of this Opinion, is the cloud of Witaeſles that alimit every 
Age of Monarchy aftords Us. 


L will beoin with that of Jſrael, the moſt exatt and fa- 

t | BW 

cred Pattern of M-zarchy, begun by a valianc Mag, tranſlated 
to the bet, and improv'd by the wileſt of Kings, whole 
Miniſters were neither Fools, nor Faxaticks: Here we ſhall 
Proviſion for Diflenters. Their Proſoliti Domicilii were (© 
far from being compelled to their National Rites, that 


they were expreſly forbid to o5ſerve them. Snch were the 
reyptians that came with them out of Ezyp?, the Gibeonites 
and C4z14xites, a great People, thar after their ſeveral Forms, 
wor Tipt in an apartment of the ſame Temple. The Tews 
witha Licturgy, they without one : The Fews had Prieſts, 
bur theſe none: "The Fews had variety of Oblations, thefe 
People burnt Ofecings only. All that was required of them 
,was .h2 natuia' Religion of Noh, in which the Acknow- 
ledgement and and Worſhip of the true God, Was, as it {till 
ought to be, the main point ; nay, lo far they from Coercive 
Conformity, tat they did nat ſo mucn as _oblige them to 
obſeve their $1951th, though one of the ten Commandments: 
Grotias and Szlden fay more. Certatnlythis was great Indul- 
72ace; fince ſo unſir-able an Uſage lookt like prophanim their 
D-votion, and a common 24/azce tO their National Religion. | 
One would thiak by this, that their Care lay on the ſide of 


preſerving 


'preſerving their Cult from rh, touch or acceſſios'ef Diflenters, 
_and- not of forcizg them, by undoing Penalties to conform, 
this muſt needs be evident. For it Gods Reljoi0n and Mo- 
archy (tor {0 we are taught to believe it) did'got,and would 
not at a time, when Religion lay-/e/51n the Mind, and more 
in Ceremony, compel Conformity from Diſſeaters, we hope 
we have got the beſt of Preſidents on our ſide. 

But 1t this Inſtance beof moſt Authority, wehaye another 
very Examplary, and to our point pertinent; for it ſhows 
whatMonarchy may do: It is yeilded usfrom the famous Story 
ot $Yozdecat, He, with his Jews, were in a bad plight with 
the King Ahaſnerus, by the ill Offices Daman did rhem ; 
theArguments he uſed weredrawn from the commonTopicks 
of Faction and Sedition, That they were an odd-and dange- 
rous People, under differing Laws of their own, and refuſed O- 
vedience to his - DO denying his JHUPYemarcy. Diffenters with 
2 witneſs; things moſt tender to any Government. 

The King thus incenft, commands the Laws to be put iT 
Exccution,and decrees the Ruin of Mordeca; with all theFews: 
But the King is timely entreated, his Heart ſoftens, the De- 
Cree 15 revokt, and Moerdecai and his Friends iaved. The 
Conſequence was, as extream Joy to the Jews, ſoPcace and 
Bleftings to theKing. And that which heightens the Exam- 
ple, iS the" Grearne and Tafidelit 3 of the Pr Ince: Had the 
Inſtance been in a Jew,it might have been plac'd to his greater 
Light or Piety : In a petty Prince to the Paucity and Ex- 
tirenels of his Teritory-; but that an Heather, and King of 
one hunared and ſeven and twenty Provinces,ſhould-through- 
out bis vaſt Dominions,not fear, but praCtice Toleration with 
good ſuccles, has ſomething admirablein it. . | 

It we pleaſe to remember the Tranquility & ſucceſs of thoſe 
Hearhen Roman Emperors, that allowed Indulgence; that 
Agnſtas ern Hecatombe to Teruſalem, and the wileit honou- 2 
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red-the Ters,and at laſt " wy divers Sets of Chriftians,u 
will certainly oblige us to think, that Princes, whoſe Religions 
are zearer of: Kin; to thoſe of the Diſſenters of our t mes, may 
not unreaſonably hope for quite from a diſcreet Folerations 
eſpecially when there is nothing peculier in Chriſtianity £0 
render Prigces. unſafe ir ſuch an Indulgence. The aliniravle 
Prudence of the Emperor FoV1amts, in a-quite con rary me- 
thod to- thoſe of the Reigns of his Predeceffors, ſec:ilcd the 
mo{t# mb2oilcd.time of che Chriſtian World, almoft to a Mir 
race ; for though he found the Heats of the 4rian and Ortho® 
dox carried tO a barbarous hight, (to lay no hinz of the Nos 
vations,and other diffencing Intereſts )rh:Empszror eſteeming 
thoſe Calamities the effect of Coercing Conformity to the 
Prince $ ox States Religion ; and that this courſe did not oaly: 
waſte Chri/t:a#s, butexpole Chriſtiens to the ſcorn of Here 
thens, and ſo ſcandal thoſe whom they ſhould Convert, he re- 
folutely declared, Thet he would have noze Daleſted for the 
different exerciſe of their Religious Worſhip ; which(and that 
ina trice (forhe reigned but ſeven Moneths)calmed that m- 
petuous Srorms of Difſcntion, and reduced the Empire {be- 
fore agitated with the moſt uncharicable Conteſts) to-a won- 
derful Serenity and Peace ; thus 2 kindly Amity, brought a 
civil Unity to the *tate; which endeavours for a forc?d Uni- 
ty never did to the Church, burhad formerly fill d the Go- 
vernment with incomparable Miſcries, as well as the Char cl 
with Incharity ; and which is ſad, IT muſt needs ſay, that 
thoſe Leaders of the Church tha: ſhould 1ave been Teachers 
:.. - and Examples of Peacezinſo fingular a junfture of the Churches 
+ ferments, did, more then any, blow the Trumpet and kindled the 
© ..-* Fire of Diviſion. Sodangerousis it to Swper-fine upon the 
+ Text, andthen Impoſe it upon Penalty for Fairh. 
| QHYUalantinian the Emperor (we arerold by Socrates Schole- 
Piers) was agreas Honourer of thoſe ;hat favoured oy ws 
OO Os T9 HURLEY WY auh 3, 
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Faith ; bat ſo, as he bed not the Arrians at sf, And 
_ Marcellinus further adds, in his Honour, That he was much 
Renown'd for his Moderate Carriage during his Reignyg inſ0s 
wuch, that among ſt ſundry Sets of Religion, he troubled n0 
man for his C onſcience, impoſing xeitber this nor that to be ob» 
ſerved ; much ef, with menacing Edits and Injunitions, did 
ve compel others, his Subjefts, to bow the Neck, or conform to 
that which himſelf worſhipped, but left ſuch Points as clear 
ana untouch d as be found them. 
_Gzattanus andThecodoſius the great, 1ndulzed divers forts 
of Chriſtians ; but the Novations of all the Diſſenters were 
preterr'd : which was ſo far from Inſecuring, that it preſerv'd 
the Tranquility of the Empire. Nor till the time of Celeſtive 
Biſhop of Rowe, were the Novatiozs diſturbed ; And the 
Perſecution of them,and the Aſſumption of the ſecular Power 
began much at the ſame time. But the Nowativns at Conſtan- 
t1n0ple were not ſo dealt witkal-; for the Greek Biſhops con- 
tinued to permit them the quiet enjoyment of their diſſenting 
Aſſemblies ; as Socrates tells us in his fifthiand ſeventh Book 
of Eccleſiaſtical Story. 


L {hall deſcend nearer our own times ; for notwithſtanding 
'no Ape has been more furiouſly moved, ' then that which 
.Jovianrs found, and therefore the Experiment of Indul- 
.gence was xever better made, yet to ſpeak more in view of 
thus time of day, we find our Contemporaries, of remoter 
Judgments in Religion, under ne manner of difficulty in 
this point. The Gzand Stgnioz, great Wogut, .Czars of _ _ 
Wuſcovia, King ot-Werkia; thegreat Monatchs of the . 
Call bave /ozg alow'd and proſper d with a Toleration : And__- 
who doesnot know that this gave Great Tamerlan his migh- 
- Sa ? 'Ta theſe Weſtern Countries we fee the ſame. 
Cardinal I Oſtat in his 92d Letter to Yillroy, Secretary © 
B 2 to 
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te Fer; he Fourth of £7azces, ares us Dofrine and Fx- 
ampic for the. Subject: ic. hand ;- *©Befdes (fa. s.he) that 
*©NcCetiity has no Law,.. be it in what calc it will; our Lord 
ee Feſnl br iff: pitructs us by his Cioſpel, To /et the T ares 
 alones leff-removins them, may endanger the iT heat. That 
*O0iher Eathatiek., Princes have allow'd it without Rebrete.. 
** That particularly the Duke of Szvoy- who 7 as. great a 
**Zcalot as he would be.thought tor the Carholiek Religion/ 
* Folerates the Hereticks in three of lus Provinces, namely, 
* Angroyne, Lucerne: and Peroſe.. Fhat the: Ki 0g of Poland. 
© ocs as much, - not only 11 Sweealazd, bur in Poland ir fell, 
© Thacall the Princes of the Avſ?r:an Pamily, thatare cele- 
« brated as Pillars of the. Carholrck Church; ao the like, not 
{« only in the Town,of the Empire, . but in their proper Ter-- 
<'rjtories, as in Auſtr42 .1t felt, from whence they take the 
*« Name of their Honour. In Hungary, Bohemia, Moravia; 
"y Lnuf{atia,Stirria,C amiolia.:nd Croatia the like, That Charles: 
*« the 6th, Father of the:King of- Spazz, was the Perſonthat 
*taught the King, of France, and other P#izces, how to- 
*yield to inch Emer gEnces-- 'That his Sor Gs rhe preſent 
cc: King of Spain, who 15 eſteemed 4rch-Catholick;and-tharis: 
*.-c the. 4t/;5 of the Catholick Church, Tolerates norwithitan-- 
* ding, at- this day,. in his Kingdoms of Yalertia and Gra-- 
& yada; the Moors themſelves in their Mahumratiſme, and has 
*< offer d to thoſe-of Zealand, Holand, and other Heretichs 
ﬆ of the Low-Countries, the free Exerczſe or their pretended 
& Religion, ſo that thay will but Fcknowledge ani Obep 
«.him-.in: Civil Matters. . It was of thoſe Letters ot this 
extraordinary Man, .for ſo he was (whether we regard hint 
In his Eccleſiaſtical Dignity or his greater © hrittan and Civil 
Prudence) that the great Lord Fulkland ſaid, A Mint /t er of 
State ſhould no more be without Cardinal d* Oflat's Letters, than: 
« Parſon withous his Bible... And indeed, 1t we look into 
T Ws pes LT France,. 
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France, we ſhall ind the fs 5 of thoſe Proteftants, 
hath been aHouriſhing to that Kzredom, as the Arms a Suc- 
cour totheir King. Ts true, that lince they help* the Mi- 
niſtcrs of h1s Greatneſs to Succels,.. that. haughtry Monarchy 
has changed his Meaſures, and relolves thetr Conformicy to- 
his ow 0 Rebgion, or their. Ruin ;- butno-man-. can givean- 
othe: Reaſon for it, than that he thinks it tor his turn to pleaſe 
that part of his own Church, which aretke preſent.neceſfary 
and unwearied Inſtruments of his ablolute Glory, . But lex 
us{cerite cad of this © onduct, it will require- more time to 
appove the EXPertment. . 

4S1t was the Royal Saying of Stephen, X22 of Poland, 
Thar hewas a K z»g of Pen, and ot of Conſcience ; a Com- 
mander of BSvigs, and zot of Souls, . So we ſee a 7olera- 
tion has been practiied jn that Country-of a-long time, with 
no 11] Succels to the Srate; the:Ciries of :Cracovia, and Rago- 
Via, and many other Towns of Note, almoſt wholly diſſen- 
tirg from the common Religion of the Kingdom, which is 
Roman:Catholick, asthe others are $9:1m7an and Calvaniſtthe 
moſt oppoſite to that, as well as to themſelves. 

The King.of Tenmark, in his large Town of A4/z0za,but 
about. a Mhie from  Hambrongh, and theretore called {o, that 
1s, Al-to-xear, \s a pregnant proof of our point. For though 
his Seac be {oremore trom that place, and another ftrong and 
invfiauating Srare fo near, .yer under his {zdulperceof divers. 
Perſwaſjons, they enjoy that Peace, andhe that Security, that 
he 1s not upon better Terms 1nany of his more Jmedzate and 
Uniform Nominions. T leave it to the thinking Reader, if it 
be not much owing to this Freedow,and thar a contrary courle 
were not the way for him to furniſh his Neighbours wiuh 
means to [\Yeropulate that place, or make it uneafie and 
chargeable to him: to keep ? wo Mb 

If: we look: into: other. parts of Germany , where 

we: 
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we find a Stott and War-lie (£08 fierce for the thing they- 
opine, Or believe, we ſhall find thePrince Palatine of the 
Rhine, ſafe, and more potent by his I-ds/zence, witneſs his 
Impovements at Mazhize: Andas (believe me) he atts the 
Prince to his People 1n other things, ſo1ethis to the Empire ; 
for he has made bold with the Conftitution of: it,: in the Lati- 
tude he gives his SubjeCts in this Aﬀair. 

The Duke of Bzadenburg. is himſelf a Ca/vari, his 
People moſtly Lutherain, yet in part of his Dominions, the 

 Roman-C atholicks enjoy their Churches quietly. 

The Duke of Newburg, and a ſtrift Roman Catholick, 
Brother-in Law to the preſent Emperor, in his Province of 
Tuliers, has, not only at Dewsb#rg, Malheim, and other 
places, but in Deufe/drop it ſelf, where the Court reſides, Ly- 
therain,and Calviniſt,as well as Rowsn-Catholick Aſſemblies. 

The Duke of darony, by Religion a Lutheran, in his 
City of Budiſin, has both Lutherains and Roman-Catholicks in 
the ſame Church, parted only by a Grate. | 

In Yuſburg, they have rwo chief Magiſtrates, as their 
Daumvirat, one mult always be & Roman-Catholick, and the 
other a Lutherazr. ——_ 

The Biſhop of Oſnaburg 1s himſelf a Lsthera;», and in 
the Town of his Title, the Romen-Catholicks, as well as 
Lutherainshave their Churches; and which is more, the next 
Biſhop muſt be a Catho!ick too; for like the Buckets in the 
Wcll, they take turns, one-way tO be ſure, ſo thar one be but 
in the-Right. rn 

From hence we. will go to @11[t3bach, a ſmall Territory, 
but has a great Prince, I mein, 1n his own .extraordinury 
Qualities ; for among other thicigs we ſhail ind hun at the 
Moderator among his Peonis. By Profjeffion he is a Roxan- 
Catholick, but has Simultanews Religionis Exercitium, not 
only Latherains and Roman-yatnolicks envy iheir diferent 
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Worſhips, but a/ternatively #64 and the fame place, ike: 
ſame day ; . 10 ballancing his AﬀeCtion by his Wiſdom, that 
there appears neither ;-artiality in him, nur Envy in them, 
though of ſuch oppoſite Perſwaſtons. Y 

I will end theſe forregin: Inſtances with a Prince and Fj-- 
ſhop, all in one, and hea Roman Catholicktoo, and that is the: 
Biſhop of Xe#tz ; who admits, wuh a very Peaceable {uc- 
cels,ſuchLathersizs with hisC atbolichs,to enjoy theirChurches, 
as live 1 iis T own of Erfozy, Thus does PreQtice tell us, 
that neither Monerchy nor- Hierarchy are in danger from a 
Toleration. . On the contrary,the Laws of the Emprre, which 
arethe <ts of the Emperoy. and the Soverargn Princes of it, 
have tolerated theſe three Religious Perſwaſions, v/z. the 
Roman-Catholick, Lutheramm and Calvanift, and they may as 
well tolerate three more, for the ſame Reaſons, and with the 
fame Succeſs. For it is not their greater wearerneſs Or con- 
liftency in DoQtrine, or in Worſhip; On the contrary, they 
difer much; and by that, and other Circumſtances, are ſome- 
times engaged in great Controverſies, yet 15 a To/eration 
praCticable, and the way of Peace with them. 

And which is cloſeft ro our point. at home it ſelf, we ſee 
that a Toleration of the Yews, French and Puch Churches 
1 Ezgland, all Diſſesiers from the Nationat Way: And the 
Connivance that has been in Yreland; And the down-crighr 
Tolerationin moſt of his Majeſties Plantations abroad,proves 
the Alertion, That Toleration s not dangerom to Maxarchy. 
For Expericnce tells us, where 1t 15in any degree admitted 
the Kzneg's Afﬀairs proſper molt ; People, Wealth and Strength 
being {ure to follow ſuch Indrigezce. : 

Bur after all that I have faid in Reaſon and Fatt, why To- 
leration is fake to Monarchy, Story tells us that worſe chings 
have beſallen Princes in Countries under Fcclefra/tical Vnion, 


than in places under divided forms of Worſhip ; and lo, tole= - 
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rating Countries ſtand to & Files more than upon equal 
terms with conforming ones. And where Princes have been 
expoſed to hardſhip in tolerating Countries,they have asoften 
come irom the Coatorming, as Non-conforming party. « and 
fo the Diſſezter is upon. equal terms, . to the Prince or State, 
With the Conformiſe. 

The firſt is evident. in the Jews, under thecondu8 of 
Mofes ; their Diſfſention came from the men of their own 
"Tribes, ſuch as Cozah, Dathan and Fbiram, with their 
pertakers. To ſay nathing of the Gemtles. 

The Miſeries and-Slaughters of Mauritizs the Emperor 
proves my point, who by the greateſt Church-men of his 
time was withſtood, and his Servant that perpetrated the 
W ickednelſs by them, ſubſtituted in his room, becauſe more 
officious to their Grandure. What power but-that of the 
Church, dethron'd Chi/drek King of Fraxce, and ſet Pippin 1n 
his place? The miſeries of the Emperors, Hezry the fourth 
and fifth, Pather and Son, from their rebellious Subje&s, 
raiſed and animated by the power of C onformiſts-; aethroning 
both, as much as they could, are notorious. 'Tis as plain that 
Sigiſmeng King of Sweedlana,was rejected by that Luther ain 
Country, becauſe he was a Roman-Catholichk, 

If we come nearer home, which 1s moſt ſuitable to the Rea- 
{ons of the di/courſe, we find che Church-men take part with 
William Rufus, and Henry the firlt againſt Robert their elder 
Brother; aud after that, we ſee lome of the greateſt of them 
make Head aganntt their King, namely 4xfelz, Arch Biſhop 
of Canterbury, and. his party, as did his Succeſſor Thomas of 
Becket to the tecond Henry. Stephen Ulurpr the Crown 
when there was a Church Union : And King John lived miſe 

able for all thar, andat laſt dyed by oze of his own Religions. 
-. 709. The Uifſentions that agicared the Reign of 11s Son. 7! 


_ Hewxrythe third, and the Barrozs: War, with Biſhop Grofteeds: 
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Bleſing to Mumford their ROLE, þ The Depoſition and Mut+ 
ther of the lecond EdDWward,and Richard, and ſixth Benrp, 
.and his Son the Pr2xce. TheUſurpation of Richard the third, 
and the Myzther of the Sans of EDWwrard the fourth, in the 
Tower of London, The civil War that followed between 
- Hm and the Earl of Richmond, afterwards our wiſe Yenry 
_ the ſeventh, were all perpetrated in a Country of .oxe Rel:- 
zf 2270, anc by the hands of Coxformiſits. In fhortyt we will 
N but look upon the civil War that fo long raged in this King- 
b dom, between the Houſes of York and Larxcaſter, and con- 
ſider that they profefied but one and the ſame Religion, and 
| both back't with numbersof Church-men too(to ſay nothing 
of the Miſerable end of many of our Kings princely An- 
ceſtors in Szot/zrd,eſpecially theirſt and third James) will 
tind cauſe to ſay, That Church-Uniformity is not a Security 
for Pr Ines t0 aepend HPO. vj 
If we willlook next into Countries whereD/iſſeaterskrom 
the National Church are Tolerated, we ſhall find the Com- 
formiſt not leſs Culpable than the Diſſenter. 
The D#/orders amongſt the Jews.after they were ſettled 
in the Land that God had given them, came not from thofe 
they tolerated, but themſelves. They caſt off Sammel, and 
the Government of the Judges. *T was the Children of the 
' National Church, that fell in with the Ambition of Ab/o/om, 
and animated the Rebellion againſt their Father Davzg. 
They were the ſame that revolted from So/omon's Son, and 
cryed in behalt of Feroboam, to your Tents, O Iſrael! 
| Nottwo Apes ago, the Church of France, too generally 
fell in with the Family of Guile, againſt their lawtull Sove- 
raign, Penry the fourth : Nor were they without Counte- 
nance of greateſt of their Belief, who ſtiled it an holy War : - 
_ Atthattime,fearing/not without cauſe )the Defedo0n of that 
Kingdom from the Roman See. In this conjuntture, the 
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Diſſenters made v p the beſt part of that King's Armies, and 
by their Loyaltz.and Blood, preferv'd the Blood Royal of 
France, and {et the Crown on the Head of that Prince. That 
King was twice & f{affinated, 'and the Jaſt time Mutrdered,' 
as was Hezry the third, his Predecellor ; but they fell,one by © 
the hand of. a Church-max,the otherat leaſt by. a Conformiſt. 

'T1s true, that the next civil War was between the Cz * 
tholicks and the .Hugonots, under the Condutt of. Cardinal 
Kichliue, and the Buke. of Boham-2 -- But as I will not 
quſtifie the Action, ſo their Livertiesand Cantions fo folemn- 
ly ſettled by Henry the fourth, as the Reward of their {10- 
gular . Merit, being by the Miniſtry of that Cardinal inva + 
ded, they ſay, they. did but defend their Serurity, and that 
rather againit the Cardizal, than the K7zg,- whoſe ſoftneſs 
{uffered him. to become a Property to the great Wiz and 
Ambition. of that Perſon : And there is this Reaſon to believe 
them;- that if it had been otherwiſe, we are ſure that King 
Charles the frſ# would not in the: leaſt have countennanced 
their Quarrel,- | T2 | 

How ever, the Cardinal, like him telf, wiſely knew wjen 
toſtop : For though he thought it the Intereſt of the Crown, - 
ro moderate their Greatneſs and check thejr Growth, yer 
having freſh in Memory the $207 of the fore-going Ape,he © 
ſaw,”twas wiſe to have.a Ballance upon occalion. But this was - 
more than recompenc'd in their fixt Adheſion to theCrows of 
France, under the Miniſtry and DireCtion of the {i Ucceeding 
Cardinal, when their Perſwaſion had notonly Number::and 
many good Others to yalue:it {elf upon, -but yielded their 
King the ablelt Captain-of the Age, namelv, Turene : - It 
was anHugonot then,at:the Head of almoſt an Hugonot Army, 
that fell in with a Cardizal himfſeif (lee the Union, Intereſt 
makes) to maintain the Imperial Crown of Frazce.and that 
ona Roman-Catholicks Head : -And together with their own 


izdulgence, 


STS... 

| Trndulpence, that Religion, as National too, againlt the pre- 

tences of a Rowazx-Catholick Army,headed by a Prixce,brave 
and Jearned of rhe ſame Religion, 

-F rnention not this, to prefer one Party to'another ;. for 

contrary Inſtances maybe given elle-where,as Interefts have 

\ varied. In Sweebland a Prince was rejected by P2o- 

\ teſtanfs:; And in Ezg/and and Holland, and many of the 

- Principalities of Germamy, Roman-Catholicks have ap- 

} prov'd themſelves -Loyal to their Kzzg5s; Princes and States : 

But this ſuffices to us, that we gain the Point ; for it is evi- 

dentin Countries where Diſſexters are tolerated, the Inſecu- 

rity of the Prince and Government,  »:ay as well come from 

- the Conforming, \as Diſſenting Party, and that it comes not 


ireom Diflenters, becauſe ſuch. EG < 
| But how-happy-.and admirable was this civil Union be- 
tween the Cardinal and Turene 5 "Two moſt oppoſite 


Religions, both follow*d by People of their own Per{waſt- 

on: One ſays his Maſs, t'other his Direory': Both 1n- 
 voke Oze Deity, by ſeveral ways, jor '07e Swcceſs, and 1t 
followed with G/ory,and a'Peace to this Day. O why ſhould 

it be otherwiſe now ! What has been,” may be :  'Methinks 
Wiſdom and Charity are on that fide fill © ET 

It will doubtleſs be obje&ed,That the D:ſſenting Party of 

"England, fell in with the Szare Diſſeater 1n our late Civil, 

"but Unnatural War: And this ſeems to be againſt us, yet 

[Three things mult be confeſſed: Firſt, That the War rather 

' made the Diſſenters,than theDiſſenters made theMWar Secondly 

That thoſe that were then in being,were not tolerated,as 1t 
'France, but proſecuted. And Laſtly, That they did not lead, 

bur follow great Numbers of Charch-goers, of all Qualitzes wn 

that unhappy Coxtroverſie ; and which began upon other 
Topicks than Liberty for Charch-Dsſſexters. And though they 
were herein blameable; Reaſon is Reaſon, in all Ciimates and —_- 

LS: Lat ifudes. 
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This does not a the Queſtion : Such Cala- 
mMitiESAare no xeceſſary Conſequences of Church-Diſſent,hecauls 
they would then follow in all places where Diſſenters ar® 
tolerated, which we ſee they do-not:: But theſe may ſome- 
rimes indeed/he the effeCts of a violent Endeavour of VUzfor- 
wity, and that under all Farms of Goverxment, as T fear they: 
were partly here under our Mezarchy. Bur then, this teaches 
us to conclude, that a'Toleration'ot thoſe, that a contrary 
courſe makes upexſte-and deſperate, may prevent or cure 1[- 
teſtine Troubles ;, as AnnoPorty Eight,it endedthe Strite,and 
ſettled the-Peace of Germany. For *tis not now the Queſtion, 
how far men may be provoked, or ought to reſent it ; but 
Whether Government is ſafe in aT oleration,eſpeciallyPonars 
chy 2 And'to.this Iſſue we.come in FaCt, That *t;s ſafe, and 
that Conformiſts (generally ſpeaking)" have for their In- 
rereſts,as rarely known their Duty to their Prizce, as Diſ- 
_ enters for their Con{Ciences. So that the danger ſeems to lic 
on the ſide of forcing Vniformity againſt Faith, upon.ſevers 
Penalties, rather than.of a diſcreet Toleration.. 
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- Inthenext-place, I jhall endeavour to ſhew tlie P>udence 
and Reaſonableneſs of a'Toleration, by the great Benefirs that 
follow it. 

Toleration,which is an admiſhonof DiſentingWorſhips, 
with Tmpunity to the Diſſezters, lecures Property, which is 
civil Right, and That Eminently the Line and Power of the 
Monarchy : For if no man {uffer in his Cyl Right for the 
fake of tuch Dzſſezt, the point of Szcceſtor-is ſettled without 
a civil War, or a Recantation ; lince it werean abſurd thing 
to imagin, that a man born to five Pounds 4 Tear ſhould not 
| beliable to forfeit his Inheritance for Nox-coz ormity, and 
yet a Prince of the Blood, and ax Heir to the Imperial Crows, 
ſhonld be made ixcapable of Inheritance for his Church-Di 


ſent. 
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The Security then of P2operty or civil Right, from be- 
ing forfeitable for Religious Diſſent, becomes a ſecurity to 
theRoyal Family ,avainlt the Difficulties lately labour*d under 
1n-the buſineſs of the Succeſſion. And though T have no 
Commiſion for it, beſides the great Reaſon and Equity of 
che thing it ſelf,. I-dare ſay, therecan-hardly be a Dzſſezter 
at this time of day fo vo;d of Sence and Juſtice, as well as 
Daty and Loyalty, as not tobe of the ſame Mind. Elle it 
were to deny that. to-the Prince, which he needs,and prays 
trom him.. Let us not forget the Story of Sigiſmund of 
Sweealana, Ot Yenry the fourth-of France, and eſpecially of 
our own-Muren-Mary. Had Property been hx't,the L1ze 
of thoſe Royal Bamilies could-not have met with any Let or 
Interruption: *T'was:this Conſideration that prevail'd with 
JudgeHaz/es,though a ſtrong Proteſtant after King Edward's 
Death; to give. his Opinion for 2ueer Mary's Succeſſion, 
againſt: that of all-the reſk-of the Judges to- the: contrary 5 
Which noble Prefident,. was recompene'd-in-the Loyalty of 
Arch-Riſbop.Death, a Roman-Catholick;in tavour- of the Suc- 
ceſlion of Queex Elizabeth.: And the ſame thing-would be 
gone again,in the like caſe, by men of the ſame Integrity. 


F know it may be ſaid, That there #- little Reaſoiw mow 
for the Prince to regard this Argument in favour of Diſſenters, 
when it was (6 little heeded in the caſe of the Py2{umotive 
Yer to the Crows. But as: this was the Act. and Heat of 
Conforming men within Doors, io if it were in Counſel cr 
Deſire, the Folly and Enjuſtice of any Difſſenters without 
Doors, ſhall many entire Parties pay the Reckoning of the 
few buſte OJendors? They would humbly hope, that the 
fiogular Mitdneſs-and Clemency;” which make up ſo great a 
part of the King's publick Aflurances, will nor leave him in 
ns Refletion here. 
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' ?Tis the Mercies of Princes, that above all, their Works 
give them the neare{t Reſemblance. to. Divinity in their 
Adminiſtration. . Beſides, it is their Glory to meaſure their 

- Actions by the Reaſon-and. Conſequence. of things, and not- 
| by the Paſſtons that poſſeſs and animate private ;Breaſts: 
For it were {3 tal CO tne Intereſt of a Frince, that the Fo!lly.or 
. Vadutifulneſs of any of. his Subjects, 'ſhouid put. him out 
_ of the way,or tempt him to be-wzſ/teaay tohis Principle and 
Intereſt: . And yet, . with ſubmiſſion, Imuſt ſay, it would 
be the Conſequence of Coertion :- For by expoling Property 
for Opinion, the Prince expoles the Conſciences and Proper- 
ty of his own Family, and plainly. Di/arms them of .all-De- 
£ fence,upon any alteration of. Judgment. | Let us remember, 
| that ſeveral-of the-ſame Gentlemen, who at .firſt ſacrificed 
_ civil Rights for:Non:conformity 4n...common. Diſſeaters, tell 
at laſt. ro make the Succeſſion of the: Crows, the ' Price of 

| Diſſent in the next Heir -of the Royal Blood. :S$0 dangerous 
_ athing it.is to hazard Property to ſerve a turn for any Par- 
ty, or ſuffer ſuch Examples in the cale of the meanelt Per- 
lon in a Kingdom. POPE nn TOM 
Nor is this all - the benefit 'thatattends the Crows: by the 
preſervation of civil:Rights ; for the Power of the Monarchy 
15 kept more Extire by it. The King has the benefir of his 
Whole: People, andthe Reaſon of their:Safety is owing to 
their C4/, and nor-Ecclefiaſtical Obedience : "Their. Loyalty 
 toCeſar, and not Conformity to the Church. Whereas the 
other Opinion would .have it, that no Conformity to the 

. Church, No Property in the. Stare : Which is to clog and 
narrow the civilPower; for at this rate, No Charch-man, 
$26 Englith-man,and Vo C onformiſt $0 Dubject. A way 
to atien the Kings People, and practice an.Exciufton upon 
him, from, it may be, a fourth- part of is Dominions. 
Thus it may happen, that the able{t States man;the braveſt 


Captain, 


Captain, and the beſt Citizen may be diſabled, and the + 
Prince forbid their Imployment-to his Service. 

Some Inſtances of this we have had ſince the late King's 
Reſtoration : | For upon the firft Dutch War, Sir Wttham © 
Penn being commanded to give in a Liſt of the ableſt 
Sea-Oiticers in the Kingdom; ro ſerve in that Expedition, 

I do very wellremember he preſented our preſent King with 
a Catalogue of the knowingeſt and bravelt Officers the Age 
haa bred, with this ſubſcrib'd, Theſe men, if his Majeſty wit” 
pleaſe toadmit- of their Per ſwaſions,I will anſwer for their Skill, - 
Conrage rand Integrity.” .. He pickt ther by their Abrlity, not 
their Opinions : and he was in the Right ; for that was the 
belt way of doing the Kings buſinefs. -And of my own 
knowledge,Conformity robb'd the King at that time of Ten 
men,whoſe greater Knowledge and: Valour, than ſome one 
ten of that Fleet,. had in-their room, been able tohave - 
laved a Battle; or perfeQed a Victory. I will name three 
of them. The firſt was Old Vice-Admiral-Goodf{on;; than 
whom, no body was more *Stout;” or' a Sea-man.' Ihe 
fecond, Captain DiU, that in the Saphzre beat Admiras 
Everſon, hand to hand, thar came ro the Rehief of old 
Trump.” The third was Captain Potter,. that in the. con- 
ftant Warwick,-took Captain Beach, after cight-hours imart 
Diſpute. And as evident'it is,: that if a Warhad proceeded * 
between this Kingdom and Frarce,feven years ago,the butt. - 
neſs of. Conformity had deprived the King of many Land- 
Officers, - vvheſe ſhare-in the late. Wars of Exrope had made. - 
knovving and able. - | ie OS 

But which is worſt of all, {ſuch are notſafe, with their © 
Diſſent, uncer'their own extraordinary Prince.. - For though- 
a man were a great Hongxrer of his. King, a Lever of his © 
Country, an Admzrer of the Government : In the courſe:of © 
21S Lite ſober, wile,. induſtrous and-uſeful ; if gy | 
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from the eftabliſjtForm of Worſiiip,in that condition there 
15 NO Liberty for his Perſon, nor Seczrity to his Eſtate: As 
V/elefſ tothe publick, ſo. Ruiz'd in himſelf. For this Net 
 caiches the beſt. Men true to their Conſcience, and who 
139uiged, are moſt like'to be {o-to their Prince .; whilſt the 
et are left tOCOuZe7 him by their change..; ior that 1s the 
untappy end of fore'd Conformity in the poor {pirited Com- 
pliers. And this muſt always be the conlequence of zeceſ/ita- 
ting the Prince to, put more and-vther Teſts upon his People, 
than are requiſit to {ſecure him of their Loyalty, 
And when we {hall be ſo happy in-our Meaſures as to 
.conſider this Miſchief to the Monarchy, it is to be hoped, it 
will be thoughtexpedient to diſ-intangie: Property from Op:- 
_ 08, and cut the-untoward Knot, ſome men havetyed, that 
hath ſo-long hamper'd.and gaul'd the Prince as well as Peo- 
ple. -It will be then, when evil Puniikments{hall no more 
tollow Church Faults, that the Civil Tenure will be reco- 
ver'd to the Government,and the'Vatzres of Atts, Rewards 
and Puniſhments ſo diſtinguiſh't,as Loya/tyſhall be the Safe- 
ty of Diſſent, and the-whoſe People made uſeful to the Go- 
VELMMERT: - --- DEP FED 
It will,perhaps,be objeQted, 1 but Diſſenters can hardly be 
obliged to be true to the Crown,and ſo the Crown unſafe in their 
very Services ; for they may eaſily turn the Power given them 
to ſerve it, againſt it, to greaten themſclves. I am willing to 
obviate every thing, that'may with any pretence be offer'd 
againſt our entreated Indulgence. Iſay, No, and appeal 
to the Kg himſelf (againſt whom the Prejudices of our 
late-times ran higheſt, .and rherefore has moſt reaſon to Re- 
ſent) If he was ever better lov'd or lerve'd, than by the Old 
Roundheaged Sez-men, the Earl of Sandwich, Sir William 
Pern, Sir f. Lawſon, Sir G. Aſcue, Sir R. Stazzer, Sir F. 
Smith, Sir F. Jordan, Sir f. Harmon, Sir Chriſ. Minns, 


Car tain 


Captain Sarſum,Cuttins, Clark, Robinſom, Molton, WW ager 1 ern, 
Parker, Haward, Hubbard, Fea, Langhorn, Daws, Farl, White; 
 tolay nothing of many yet living, of real Merit, and many 
merior Officers, expert and-brave. And to do our Prirce.. 
Juſtice, he deſerv/d it from them, by his Humility, Plain- 
nels and Courage ,and the care and affection.that he always 
Ihew'd to them. IE: — 
Itany ſay, That mot of theſe men were Confozemifts : 1. 
preſume to tell them, I know as well as any man, they. 
lery'd the King never the better for that : On the contr ary, 
twas all the ſtrife that ſome of thern had in themleives, 1n 
the doing that Service, that they muſt not ſerve the King 
Without it; and if in that they could have been Tndulged, 
they had perform'd it with the greateſt Alacrity. -Interefe - 
Will not lye. Where People find their Reckoning, they. 
are {ure to-be True. For tis want of Wit that makes any. 
Man falſe to himſelf. "Twas he that knew all 'mens Hearts, 
that ſaid, Where the Treaſure is, there the Heart-will be alſo. 
et men be caſic, ſafe, and upon their Preierment with the 
Prince, and.. they will be Dutiful, Loyal 'and moſt: afte- 
Ctionate. | MU SAR TE TI 
Mankind.by nature fears Power, and melts. at Goodnels. 
ardon my Zeal, 1 would not be thought to plead for Ds/- 
enters Preferment ; *tis.erough they keep what they have, 
and may live ar their cv n Charges. Only lam tor having 
the Prince kave Rocm {cor his Cheice, and not be crampt and. 
[tinted by Opinicn ; Lut impley thoſe wv ho are beſt able to 
lervehim: AndI think cut of 02x Parties *tis better PiCK- 
ing, than out of Cze, and therefore the Prince's Intereſt is 
to be Head of all of them, v bich a Tolcration eBetts ina... 
Moment, ſince i}.oſe 4: (divideo Intereits, within them- 
 Telves) having but cn 64:7 Head, Leceme one intire cw 
Body tothe Prince: Arc] iam {ure lhave Donarchy on, 
D- ide . 
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"fide, if Solomon and his M3ſdom may ſtand for it, who tells us, 
That the Glory of a King is in the Multitude of his People. 

Nor 1s this all, tor the Conſequences of {ſuch an Unwerſal ; 
Content would be of infinite moment to the ſecurity of the 
Monarchy, both at Home and Abroad. At Home, for it would 
Behead the Faitions without Blood, and Baniſh the Ringleaders | 
without going abroad. When the great Bodies of Diſſenters 
lee the care of the Government for their /afery, they have no 
need of their Captains, nor theſe any ground for their pre- 
tences : For as they us'd the Peopleto value themſelves, and 
raiſe their Fortunes with the Pr:zce, ſo the People follow'd 


their Leaders to get that eaſe, they ſee their Heads promul- 


od, but could not, and the Government can, anddoes give 
them. 


Multitudes cannot Plot, they are tOO many, and have not 
Condutt for it, they move by another Spring. Safety is the 
pretence of their Leaders: It once they ſee they enjoy it, they 
have yet Wit enough not to hazard it for any Body : For the 
endeavours of buſie men are then diſcernable, ; but a ſtate 
of Severity gives them a pretence, by which the Multitude _ 
is eallly raken. Men may indiſcreetly Plot to get what they © 
would never Plot to loſe. So that caſe is not only their 
content, but the Prince's Security. 

This I ſay, upon a Suppolitien, that the. Diſſenters 

could agree againſt the Government; which is a begging of 
the Quettion: For it is 1mprobable(ifnot impoſſible without: 
 Conformiſts) lince beſides the Diance they are at in their 
Perſwaſions and Aﬀe&tions, they dare not hope for ſo good 
terms from 0-2 azother, as the Government gives : Andthat 
Fear, with Emlation, v ould draw them into that Duty,chat 
they muſt all tall into a Natural Dependance, which I call 
holding of the Pr:zce, as the great Head of the State. 

From Atroad,:x'e are as lateas from within our ſelves : Fo 


C 
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- if leading Men, at Home, are thus diſappointed of their In- 
tereſt in the People, Forrezgaers will find here no Interpre) 
ters of their d;v:idin, Language, nor matter. (if they could- 
to work upon: For the Point is gain'd; the People they 
would deal in, are at their caſe, and cannot be bribed ; adn 
thoſe that would, can't deſerve it. ._ 
_ Itisthis that makes Prices live Independent of their Neigh- 
bours: And to be lov'd at Home, is to be fear d Abroad: One tol- 
lows neceſſarily theother. Where P7:zces are driven to ſeek 
a Forreign Aſſiſtance, the iſſue muft either be the Ruzz of the 

 Prixce, or the ablolute Subjeion of the People ; not without 

. the hazard of becoming a Province to the Power of that 
Neighbour that turns the Scale. Theſe Con/equences have on 
either hand an 7 Look, and ſhould rebate Extreams. 

The Greatneſs .of F} axce carries thoſe Threats to alther 
Neighbours, that, politically ſpeaking, *ris the Mclancholeſt 
Proſpect England has had to make ſince Ezehry Eight : The 
Spaniard at that time, being ſhorter in all chings but his Pride 
and Hope, than the Frez:h Ryjzg 1s now of the ſame Uatverſal 

. Monarchy... This greatneſs begun by the Elavearh Lew:s, 

ſome wilkhave it,has not been fo much advanced by the Wil: 

dom of Rrchlien; and Craft of Wazarene, no, not the Arms 
of the preſent Menareh, as by the Afitance or Connivance of 
England, that has moit to loſe by him. oh 
O. Cromwell begun, and gave him the Scale againſt the 
Spaniard. The Reaton of State he went upon, was the 
- . fupport of his uſurp: Dominion: And he was not out init; 
for the Exzle of the Royal Family was a great part of the 
price of that Aid: In which we lee, how much Iztereſt pre= 
vails above Nature, Ir was not Rojzal Kzaared could ſhelter : 
a King again{t the Solicitations of an UV/urper with the Sox of ©. 

his Mothers Þrother. 

But it wu: be told us by 
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. iome People, Wet have not.- | 


degencratod,' 
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degenerated, Dut exattly follow'd the ſame Steps ever ſince, 
which has given luch ati Increaie to thoſe Beginnings that - 
the Prenxch Monarchy is alinoſt above our reach. But ſup- _ 
poſe 1t were true, what's thecauſe of it? .It has not been old | 
Friendſhip, or nearneſs of Blood, or Neighbourhood. Nor - 
could it be from an Inciination 1n our Miniſters, to bring 
things here toa like iſſue, as ſome have ſuggeſted ;: for then 
we ſhould have clogg'd his Succefles, inſtead of helping 
them in any kind, lelt in o doing, we ſhould have put it 
into his Power to hinaer our own. 

But perhaps our Cre/ Accidents ot State may ſometimes 
have compel''d us into his Friendſhip, and his Councils have 
carefully improv'd the OAc,and nusbanded:the other to great 

advantages, and that this was more then made for our 
Emoliſh Intereſt: And yet "tis but too true, that the extreaus 
Heats of ſome men, that. molt inverghed againſt it, went 
too far to ftrengrhen that Underſtanding, . by. not taking 
what would have been granted, and creating an'Intereſt at 
home, that might naturally have difſolved that Correſpon- 
dence abroad. - : 

[ love not to revive things that are uneafily remembred, 

 _butan Points moſt tender LO the late King,he thought himſelf 
ſometimes too cloſely prelt, & bardly held; and we are all 
wiſe enough now to ſay, a milder Condu&t had ſucceeded 
better : For if reaſonable things may be reaſonably preſt, 
and with ſuch private Intentions, as 1uduce a denial, Heats 
.about things doubtful, unwiſe or unjuſt, muſt needs harden 
-and prejudice. A | 
Let us then create an Intereſt for the Prince a Home, and 
Forreign Friendſhips (atbeſt, uncertainand dangerous) will 
fall of courſe ; tor if it be allow'd to Private Men, ſhall it 
be forbid to Prizces only, to know and to be. true to their 
own Support! _ ; 
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It w no more than what every. Age makes us.to ice 1n all 
| Par ties of Men. The Parliaments of Exg/aza, fircethe Re- 
| formation, g/vizg no Quarter to Roman Catyolicks, have 
forc'd them to the Crown for ſhelter: And to induce the 
Moparchy to yield them the Proteftjon they have needed,have 
with mighty Addreſs and Skill, recommended themlelves as 
. thegreat Friends of the Prerogative, and fo ſueceſstully too, 
that it were not below the Wiſdom of that Con:titurion to 
reflect what they have loſt by that coſtivenels of theirs to 
Catholicks. Oa the other hand, thc Crown having treated 
* the Py dteſtant Tuſlenters, with the ſeverity of the Laws 
.._ that Red them, ſuffering the ſharpeſt of them. to fall 
upon their Perſons and Eſtates, they- have been driven {uc- 
ceſfively to Par/iamepts tor Succour, whoſe Priviledges, with 
Equal Skill and Zeal, they haveabetted : And our late un- 
. happy Wars are too plain a proof, how much their Acceſ 
lion gave the Scale againſt the-Power and © ourage.of both 
Confozmiſts & Catholicks, thatadhered to the Crown. 

Nor muſt this contrary Adheſton be imputed to Love 
or Hatred,but weceſſary Intereſt: Refuſal.in one place makes 
way for Addreſs in another. If the Scene be changed, the 
parts muſt follow ; for as well before as after Cromwell's 
'Uſurpation, the Koman Catholicks did- not only promiſe 
the moſt ready Obedience to that Government in their Print- 
ed Apologies for Liberty of Conſcience; But actually treated 
by ſome of their greateſt Men, with the Miniſters of thoſe 
Times for Indulgence, upon the Afurances they offer'd to 
give of their good Behaviour to the Government, as then 
| eftabliſhr. On the other hand, we lee the Pr:ſbyterians ; 
That in Scotland began the W ar, and in England pro- 
mored and upheld it. to Forty Seven, when ready to be [up- 
__ lanted by rhe Tadopendents, wheel to the King. In Yotlapa 
they Crow n him, and COme ; into. England with an Army to 


reitore 


arr ASI 

teitore him, where their Brethren joyn them ; but beits 
_deicated, They help, by privare Colef#ions, to ſupport his | 

abroad , and after the Overthrow of Sir G. Boszh's Attemp! j 

t0 almoſt a Miracle, reſtore him. And which is more, ?| ; 


- 


great part of that Army too, whoſe Yiores riſe from tf 
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 Rainof the Prince they reſtored. 
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Bt to give the laſt Proofs our Age has of the power o 
Inter: #,againtt the Notion oppos'd by this Diſcourſe. Firth, 
the Independants themielves, held the greateit Republicans of 
all Parties, were the moſt Laviſh and Superftitious Adore! 
of Monarchy in Dliver Cromwell, becauſe of the regard 
he had to them ; allowing him, and his Son after him to Þ*| 
Cuſtos Utriuſq, Tabule, over all Cauſes, as well Eeclefiaftics 


Wh: 
Da 
f 


Wa 


ſenters, 1t 15 not ro be wondered at. if they are leſs found 1 

_ thepraiſes of its Condu&, than others to whom they ar® 
offered up. a Sacrifice by it. ' 

 Tknow jt willbeinlinuated, That there is danger jn build: 
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| Tg upon the Union of divers Intereffs ; and this will be. aggra- 

:ng | red to the Prixce, by ſuch as would engroſs his Bounty and 

| MeErcept his Grace from a great part of his People. But I 

oi Wul only oppoſe to that meer Suggeſtion, three Examples 

* , | fOthe contrary, with this Challenge, That if after Rummag- 
ng the Records all Time, they td one Inſtance to contra- 

UC me, I ihall ſubmit the Queſtionto their Authority. 


The Firſt, is given by thoſe Chriftian Emperozs, who 
| admitted all ſorts of D#ſſeaters into their Armies, Courts and 
 denates, This, the Eccleſiaftical Story of thoſe Times, 
Res gn particularly Socrates, ETvagrius, and 
Urius, | "EIS OTE 
call The Next Inftance, is that of Prizce tBilliam of O2ange, 
\ifj| Who by a timely Tzdelgence, united the ſcattered ſtrepgth of 
Holland, and, all animated by the C lemency,as well as Valour 
| Utheir Captain, crown'd his Attempts with an extraordi- - 
 Ury Glory ; and what makes, continues Great. 
|, TheLaft,is givenusby JLivp, in hisaccount of Hannibals 
Army ; © That they conſiſted of divers Nations, Langnages, 
ro08|  <nſtoms 8& Religions : That under all their ſucceſſes of War 
5105 A920 Peace, for Thirteen Tears together, they never mutined 
hci! w Saint their General, nor fell out among themſelves. 
ned-| at LLivp relates tor a Wonder, the Marqueſs Qirgilio 
ould Palvetzy gives the Reaſon of, to wit, their Yartety and 
JW" kerence, well managed by their General ; for ſaid he, © It 
£00. , WAS impoſſible for ſo many Nations, Cuffoms and Religions 
1d, 2 combine, eſpecially when the Gerera/”s equal hand gave 
ty |  Nim more Reverence with them, than they had of Aﬀetti- 
Diſ- for one another. This (ſayshe) ſome would wholly 
4 in, Mpute to Yannibal; bur however great he was, I attri- 
are «ute itto the'yariety of People in the Army :: For: (adds 
['* te) Rom's Arniy was ever leſs given to Mutiny, when 
/ FEY > _ © halianced 
7 14 | | 
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«ballahddd” Vrith Audit Legions than when: intirely:; 
* Rowan, Thus much in, his Diſcourſe upon Cornelins = 
Tacitus. CC EEE | 

And they are neither few, nor of the weakelt fort of men, 
that -Rave thought the Concord of Diſcords a firm Baſis for - 
Government to build upon. The. buſineſs is. to Tzze them, 
well, and that muſt be the skill of the Muſitia. 

In Nature we ſee, all Heat conſumes, all Cold ki{{s :; That 
three degrees of Cold to two of Heat, allays the Heat, but 
mtroduces the contrary Quality, and over-cools by a degree. 
but two degrees of Cold to rwo of Heat, makes a Poize in Ele. 
ments; and'a Baflaxce in Nature. And in thoſe Families . 
where the eveneſt hand 1s carried, the: Work is beſt done, 


- 
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and the Maſter is moſt reverenced. 
This brings me 5 another benefit, which accrues to the _ 
Monarchy by a Toleration, and that isa Ballance at home : » 
For though It be umprobable, 1t. ma ifs happen, that either 
the conforming or non-conforming Party may be undatiful; 
the one is then a Ballance ofthe other. This might have pre. 
vented much Miſchief to our ſecond @ third Henty,KjnsJohn, = 
the ſecond EDwarD, 474 Richard, . ard unhappy Bent te - 
ſixth, as it undeniably ſaved the Royal Family of France, aa 
ſecured Holland, 414 kept zt from truckling nnder the Spaniſh 
Monarchy. While all 5o/d of the Government, *tis that which - 
gives the Scale to the moſt Dutiful; þut.ftill, no farther than *_ 
to ſhow its Power, and awe the dilorderly into- Obedience, . 
not to deſtroy the Balance, left it ould afterwards. want 


the means of Over-poizing Faition. $2 
That this 1s more than Fancy ; plain it 15, . that the Di/- 
[enter muſt firmly adhear to the Government for his Being, . 
while the Charch-man is provided for. The one ſubſfiſts by 
its Mercy, the other by its Bounty. This is ty'd by Plenty, - 
but that by Neeety, Which | being the laſt of Tyes, and :: 


tr ongel: - 
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ftrongeft Obligations, the Security 1s greateſt from him, 
that it is fanced moſt unſafe to Tolexgre, \ 

But beſidesthis, the Tranquility. which it gives at Home, 
will both oblige thoſe that are upon the Wing for Forreros 
Parts, to pitch here again ; and ata time when our Neigh- 
bouring Monarch 15 waſting his People, excite thoſe Suffer 

ers into the King's Dominions, whoſe Number wil encreaſe 
that of his SubjeRs, and their Labour and Conſumption, 
the Trade and Wealth of his Territories, _ 

For whatare all' Cozqueis, but of g's oh And if the 
Government may by Inaslzexce add the Inhabitants of Ten 
Cittes to thoſe of its own,it obtains a Yi&ory without Charge. 
The Antient Perſecution - of Fraxvce and the'Low Conxtries, 
has furniſht us with an invincible Inftanee; for of thoſe that 
came hither on that account, we were jaſtructed in moſt 
uſeful Manufatfaries, as by eourſes of the like nature, we loft 
a great part of our Woollen Trade, And as men, in times of 
danger,'draw in their Stock, and either tranſmit it to other 

| Banks. or bury their Talent at home for ſecurity (that being, 
out of ſight, it may be, out of reach too (and either is fatal 
toa Kingdom) So this Mildneſs entreated, ſetting every 
mars heart at reſt, every man will be at work, and the - 
Stock of the Kingdom imployed ; which, like the Blood,” 
that hath its due Pallage, will give Life and Yozonr to every. 
Member in the publick Body. ORE EE IE 

And here gwe me leave'to mention the Experiment made 
at home by the late King, 1n his Deciaration of Tudulgence. 
No matter how well or ill built that Act of State was tis ne 

' part of the buſineſs in hand, but what effect the Liberty of it 
had upon the Peace and Wealth of the Kingdom, may have 
Inſtruction in it to our preſent Condition. *F'was evident, 
that all men Laboured cheerfully, and Traded beldly, 
when they had the Royal Yard to keep what they got, and 


tre 


+ $20 
the Kzng himfelt became the #aiver/al Fnſurey of Diflenters * 
Hitates. WV hite- Hall then, and St. James's, wer=2 35S met 
viſited and courted by their reſpective Agents, as if chey had *© 
been of the. Family : For that which eclipſed the Royal Good-" 
ne, being by. his ov? Haxd thus removed, his benigne In- 
fluences drew the returns of Sweetneſs and Duty from that 
part of his SubjeCts, . that the want of thoſe Influences had 
inade barren before. Then it was that we look't like the 
Members of one Family, and Children of one Parent. Nor 
did we envy our eldeſt Brother, Epsſcopacy, his Inheritance, 
{0 that we had buta Child's Portion: For aot only D:ſcor- 
rents varifh't, but no matter was left for ill Spirits, forreign 
or domeſtiek, to brood upon, or hatch ro Miſcivet, Which | 
was a plain proof, that it is the Unioz of Iztereſts,, and not ' 
of Opixz0ns, that gives Peace to Kingdoms. - 


And with all Deference to Authority,I would ſpeak it,the 
Liberty of the Declaration, ſeems to be our Engliſh Amonum 
at laſt : The Soveraign Remedy coour Engliſh Conſtitution. 
And to fay true,we ſhifted Luck {as they call it / as ſoon as we 
nad loſt it ; like thoſe tha looſe their Ropal Gold, their Emil 
returns. For all Diſlenters ſeem'd then united in their attettion * 
to the Goveramext, and follow'd their Aﬀairs without fear or 
diftrattion. Proje#s then, were ftale and unmerchantable, 
and no body cared for them, becauſe nobody wanted them : * 
That gentle Opiate at the Prince's hand, laid the: moſt bufie | 
and Turbulent to ſleep: But when the loſs of that Indul- 
gence made them uncertain, and that uneaſie; Their Perſons 
and Eftates being again expoſed to pay the Regkoning of 
their Diſſext, no doubt, but every Party ſhifted chen as rhey 
could : Moſt grew ſelfiſh, at leaſt, jealous, fearing one 
ſhould make Bargains apart, or excluſive of the other. This 
was the fa:al part Diſſezters ated to their common Ruin: 
And I take this Partiality to have had too great a ſhare ;n our 
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: late Animoſities ; which, by freſh Accidents falling in, have: 
twelPd to a mighty. Deluge, -4uch an one. as hath over- 
 Whelmed our tormer. civil Concord and Serenity. And 
; pardon me if I ſay, I cannot-ſee that thoſe Waters are like ty 
- aſſwage, till this O/zve Branch of: Indulgence be ſome way or | 
Other reſtored : The: Waves will {till cover our Earth, and 
. 2 ſpot of Ground will hardly be found 1n this glorious Ile, 
: for a great Number of uſeful Peopleto ſet a quiet foot upon. 
And to perſue the Allegory ; what was the Ah it ſelf, 5-# 
* the mo#t apt and lively Emblem of Toleration ? A kind of 
Natural Temple of Indulgence. 'In which, we find two of every 
living Creature: dwelling together, of - 60th Sexes too, that 
they might propagate ; and that as well of the »nclean as 
cleay kind : So that the ba/er and leſs uſeful ſort were ſaved: 
' Creatures never like to change their N ature, and {o far from 
: being whip't and puniſh't to the Altar, that they were ex- 
preſly forbid. Theſe were Saved, ' theſe were Fed and Re- 
 Fored to their. Antient Paſtures. Shall we be ſo mannerly 
as to complement the Coxformi/?s with the ſtile of Clean, and 
ſo humble as to take the Uzclean kind to our ſelves, whoare 
the leſs Noble, and more Clowniſh ſort of People ? I think 
-verily. we may do it, if we may but be {aved too by the Coxs- 
-waxader of aur Exgliſh Ark, And this the Peaceable amd Vir- 
tuors Diſſeater has the leſs reaſon to fear, ſince Sacred Text 
tells us, *Twas Vice, and not Opinion that brought the Deluge 
upon the reſt. And here-(todrop our Allegory) Imuft take 
Jeave to hope, that though the Declaration be gone, if the 
:rea{on of it remain, I mean, the Jntereſt of the Monarchy, 
the Kzz- and His Great Conprcil will graciouſly pleaſe to think 
.a Toleratioz, no Dangerous nor Obſolete thing. 

Butas ithas many Arexments for it, that are drawn from 
the Advantages that have and would come to the Publick 
-by it, ſo there are divers Miſchiefs chat muſt unavoidably 

Ba follow , 


[O.row the Perfect 9x of Diſſenters, that May rea ſonal] y- 
dillwage from ſuch Severity For they muſt either be 
ENIN'D, £7 or CSNfo2m ; and pe haps the laſt 15 not the Safeſ/f. 
{oncd,, modefily computing, a earth of the. Trade and Ma- 
nefacFary of the Kingdom. firks ; and thoſe that have help'c 
to maintain the Poor, muſt come upon the Poors Book for 
Maintenance, This ſeems to be an Impoveriſhing of the 
Publick. But if to avoid, this, they 1rarſporr-themſelves, 
with their Eſtates, into other Governments; nay, though 
it were to any.of.the King's Plantations, the Number were* 
far t00 great to be {pared from home. So much principal 
Stock. wanting to turn the yearly LIraftick, and ſo many 
People too, to conſume owr yearly Growth,muſt iflue fatally 
tothe Trade one way, and on the Lands and Repxts of the . 
NR Ser Iy., 0 it roo, 


_- And laſtly, If they ſhould reſolve, neither to ſuffer nor - 
fly, but conform to prevent both. It is to be enquired, if this . 
Cure of Charch-Diviſion be ſafe to the State ; or not rathes, 

a raking. up Coles under. Aſhes, for a future Miſchief? He. 
whem Fear or. Policy hath made Treacherous to his own 
Conſcienee, onght not to be held Tre to any thing but his: 
own Safety and Revenge. His Conformity gives him the 
firft, and his Reſentment ef the Force that compels it, will | 
en no occaſion let him want the laft. So that Conformity 
coZens no body but the Government : For the State Pha- . . 
natick (which is the »»/afe thing to the State) being c<hri- . 
ften'd by Conformity, he is Rlegible every where, with Per- 
ſons the, moſt devoted te the Prince: And all men-will hold 
themſclyes profefFed in their Votes by it. EO 
A Receipt to make. Fa#ioz keep, and preſerve Difloyalty 

againſt all Weathers, Fb6r whereas the nature of Tefts is to 

. i{cover, this is the way £0 conces/ the Inclinations of mon 

"RO : | rom. . 
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from the Government. Plz Diſſent is the! Prince with x 


Cearale in his hana: He iecs the Where and What of Perions 


and Things: Pe diſcrimirates, and makes that a rule of 
Conduit : but ford Conformity is the Prince in the Dark : 
it blows out his Candie,and leaves him without Diftin&ion. 
Such Subjects are hike Frenres 1» Sana, when Water 15 
ftlap't upon them, they run together, and are indiſcern- 
able: . Or written Tradition, made illegible; by writing the.- 
Oaths and Canpas upon it: The [afef" way of... viotting 087. 
Darger, : RO PIO 

I know not how to forbear ſaying, that this xeceiſary Cop + 
formity makes theChurch daxgerors tothe State: For even the 
HHy»ocrifie that follows, makes the Church both copccal & pro>. 
fect the Hypocrites; which together. with their Lzberality tothe _ 


P arſon, Charity fo the. Poor; and Hoſpitality to their IN, cig hbonrs, BY 
recommends them-to the firſt favour they have to heftow.. 
That Fort 1s unſafe, where a part of the Garri/oz conliits of 
arſeniſed Enemies; for when they- take. their: turns at the 
Watch,the danger is hardly evitable. It would then certainly - 
be for the /afery of the Fort, that ſuch Friends in Maſquerade 
were induſtroully. tepr.ovt, inftead of being whipt to . + 
And it was ſomething of this, Iremember, that:-was made .-. 
2n Argument for the Declaration of Inanlgence;an the Pream- 
ble, to wit, the grearer ſafety of the Gcu:rnment, from Dpen 
4xd PUBIC, then Private, diſſentivg Meetings.of Worſhip ; -as- 
indeed the reft bear the ſame reſemblance... For:theſe were 
the Topicks,.: Q:eting the Peopie;” Encouraging Strangers to... 
come and live among, us, and Trade by it; and laſtly, pre-. 
venting the danger that might ariſe to theGovernmert by pri- - 
vate Meetings : Of greater reaſon tnen from private mer, not 
leſs diſcontented, bur more concealed ard ſecured (by the-. 
Zreat Bzake of Church Conformity. Tr is this will make a... 
Comprehenſion of the ext Diſſenters to the Church dangeroxs, . 
tho? it were praGticaþle,o. which ſide {oeyer it þe. Forin an + 
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: Age,the preſent Frame of Government ſhall feel the Art and In- 
_ duftry of the comprehended. So that a Toeleratiop is in reafon 
. of State to be prefer'd. . And if the Realons of the Declaratics 

- were ever good, they. are {o {till, becaule the Emergencies of 
State that made them ſo, . remain ; ana our N elighbours arc 
_not leſs powerful to improve them to our detriment. 


But it will be now faid, Though the Government fhould fins 
_#ts account in what has been laſt alledged, this were the way f'0 Vers. 
be  #hrow' the Church, aud CPnCOUurAfe Diſſenters to continue in their 
Errors, Which is that ſecond main Objection I propoiedat 
firſt, to anſwer in its proper place, and that I think this is. 
I humbly ſay, if it prove the Intereſt of the threeconſider- 
_ able Charch-Intereffs in this Kingdom, a Relaxatiop, at leaſt, 
..can hardly fail us. "The three Church Intereſts are, That of 
.the Church of England; That of the Roman-Catholick- 
"Dillenter ; and That of the Pzoteſtant-Dillenter. 


Fhat the Church of Englayd ought 7 Corſctence And Pry, 
_axce-to conſent to the Eaſe defired. 


-I pray firft, that itbe. con{iderei, how great a refle&ion it | R 
will be upon her Honour, that from a Per/ecated, ſhe should | is- 
. beaccounted a Perſecuting Church : An overthrow none of her | to 
Enemies have been able to give to her many exce/lext Apologies. 
Nor will it be excuſed, by her ſaying, She zs iz the Right, 
. which her Perſecutors were not ; fince this is a confidence 
.not wanting in any of them, or her D:ſenters: And the 
truth is, 1t 15 Þut the begging of 2 Queſtion, that will by no 

. means be granted, 
No body ought toiknow more then -Church-mex, that 
Conſcience cannot be fozcend. [that Oterings again{t Conr 
; ſcience, are as odrous to God, as rreafie to them that. make 
them. That God loves a free Secrifice. That Chriſt For- 
hk 4d Fire, though from Heaven (it {e!f) to puniſh D-jj--- 
En EE I CEE 3 
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rerf; and commanded that the Tarcs fhoula grow with the" 
V heat 7:1 the Harveſt, In tine, that we thould {ove Exermres 
themleives: And to exclude worldly ſtrike for Religion ; + 
That his Kingdom © not of this Forld, This was the”. 
Doctrine of the Bleſſed Saviour of rhe Word. 
Saint Paul perſues the {ame -courlie. Is glad Chriſt 18 7 

Pteached, be it of Exvy; the worft ground for Diſſexe 
that can be. It was he that ask't that hard, bur juſt _ 
Queſtion, Who art thor that nuadgeſt another mays Servant 2 
To his own Lord he ftandeth or fallth, He allows the. 
Church a-Warfare;: and Weapons to perform 1t; but they © 
are not Carzal, but Spiritual, Theretore it was {0 adviſed, - | 
that every man in matters of Religion, ſhould be fully perſwa-. 
aed in his own mind, and if any were ſhort or miſtaken, God 
would, in his time, Izforms them better. | 

He tells us of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks too,” and their © 
puniſhment, which is to the point 1n hand : Hedirects to a 
firft and ſecond - Admonition, and if that prevail not, rejedF ©. 
| them: That is, refuſe them Church Fellowſhip, difown their 
Relation, and dezy them Communion. But in all this there © 
 is'not a Word of Fires or Impriſonments, nor 1s it an excuſe - 
to any Church, that the c:vi/ Magiſtrate executes the leverity, - 
while they are. Members of ' her Conmunion,” that make or © 
execute the Laws. . ; SIRE 

But if the Church eould gain her Point, I mean Conformity, 
unleſs ſhe 'eould gain confext too, *rwere but Copftraint at 
laft. A Rape upon the Mind, which may encreaſe her 
Number, not her Devotion. ©n the contrary, the reſt of © * 
her Sons are in danger by their Hypoeriſie. The meſt eloſe,  - 
but watchful and Revengeful thing in the World. ' Beſives, - 
the Scandal can hardly be removed : To over-va/ue Copn, and 
Rate Braſs to Silver, Peggers any Country ; and to own them * 
tor Sons ſhe never begat; dcbaſes and. deftroyes any Church. * | 

were better-to jzdulze forrcign Coyn of intrinfick Yalueand = 


TR 
tet it paſs for 1ts Ferghr, Tis not Number, but Quality: | 
T'wo or three lincere Chriſtians, that form an Evangelical | 
Church : And though the Charch were /eſs, wore Charity om | 
the one hand, and Pzety on the other, with exatt Church- 
cenſure, and leſs civil Coertma, would give her credit with 
Conſcience in all Seas ; without which, their Acceſſion ir 


{elf wot Id be no benefit, but diſgrace, and hazard to her 
Conſtineti on, 
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And to ſpeak prudently in this Aﬀair, *tis the Intere## of 
the Church of England, not to ſuffer the Extiftion of 
Dillenters, that ſhe may have-a Counter Baffance to the 
22oman Catyolicks, who, though few in Number, are 
great iin Qxality, and greater 1n their forreign Friendſhips 
and Aſhiſtance. On the other hand, 1t ts her Intereſt to 
Jadulge the Boman Cathyolick, that 'by his Acceſhon, ſhe 
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may at all times have the Bz/laxce in her own hand, againſt 
the Proteſtant Dillenter, leaning to either, as ſhe finds her 
Do#rine undermined by the one, or her D//ciplize by the 
other ; or laſtly, her c:v1/ IntereFendangered from either of 
them. _ "RO TO 
Anditis certainly the Jnteref.of both thoſe Exrreams of 
Diſſent, that She, rather than either of them ſhould hold 
tae'Scale, For as the Proteſtant Diſſeater cannot hope for 
any 'Lenderneſs, exclufive of Romer. Catholicks, but almoſt 
the ſame Reaſons may be advanced againſt him. - So on the 
other hand, it wouid look imprudent, as well as unjuſt, in 
* the Roman Catholicks, to ſolivite any Indulgence exc/uſive of 
Prote#taus Diſſenters, For beſides that, it keeps up the 
 Animolity, which it is their Intereſt to bury ; the conſe- 
quence will be, to take the advantage of Time, to /ſnatcy | 
it from one another, when an united Requeſt for Liberty, | of 
once granted, will oblige both Parties, in all times, for 
Example fake, to have 1t Equally preſerved. Thus are all 


hurc't. Interejts ot -Corformifts and Diſſeaters, rendered 


confiftent 
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_ But it will laſt of all, doubtleſs, be dhjefted, T hat tha* a Fa. 
teration were aever fo def reable ins it ſelf, and tn its confe Rn bes. 
reficial to the Publick, yet the Government cannd! alloy it, withoub 
Rutinto the Church of E ngl laad, which it is obliged to maintain, 


But I think this will notaffe& the Queſtion at all, unlels by 
maintaining the Church of England, it 1s underſtood that he 
ſhould force whole Parties to be of her Communion, or knock 
them on the Head: Let us call to mind, that the Religion 
that 1s true, allows no-man 'to do Wrong, that Right may 
come of it, And that nothing has leflen'd the Credit of 
any Religion more, than declining to ſapport its ſelf by its 
owe C harity and Piety, and taking Sanctuary 1n the Arms, 
rather than the Underſtandings of Men. V joleaces are ill Pillars 
for Truth to reſt upon. T he Church of England muſt be-main- 
tain'd : Right ; but can't that be done withour the Diſſenter 
be deſtroyed | ? In vain then did Chriſt command Peter to 
bus up his Sword; with this Rebuke, He that kills with the 

6Dy i with the Sword fall. be kill'd, if his Followers are to 
draw it again, He makes killing tor Re/ig/0z, Murder, and . 
deſerving Death : Was he then 1n the Right, Nor to call Le- 
gions to his Aſhiſtance? And are not his Followers of theſe 
Times 1n the Wreng, to {eek to uphold their Religion by any 
Methods of Force: © The Church of England. mult be main- 
tain'd, therefore the Diſſexters, that hold almoſt the ſame 
Doftrine, muſt be Ruin'd. A Conſequence moſt unnatural, 
as it 15 almoſt impoſſible. For beſides that, the Dradgery would 
unbecome the civil Magiſtrate, who is the lnage of divine 
 Tuſtice and Clemency, and that it would faſten the Caaracter 
| of a Falſe Church, upon one that deſires to be efteemed a True 
| one; ſhe puts the Government upon a 'Task that is hard to be 


| perfor med. Azngs can no more make Brick without Straw, than 
F  Slav VES 
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Slaves, The Condition of our Afﬀairs 1s much changd, 
and the Circumſtances our Government are under, differ 
mightily from thoſe of our Azceffors. They had not the ſame 
diſſexts to deal: with, nor thoſe Difſents the like Bodies of 
People to render them. formidable, and their Proſecution _ 
miſchievous to the State. Nor did this. come of the' Prizces 
necle&.or Indulgence : . There are other Reaſons to be afſ- 
ſigned, of whieh, the opportunities Domeſtick Troubles 
gave tO their Increaſe and Power, and the Severities uſed 
to {ſuppreſs them, may go for nene of the leaſt. So that it 
was as ixvoluntary in the Prizce, as to the Church Anxious. 
And under this neceſſity. to tye. the Magiſtrate to old mea- 
ſures, is to be regardleſs of Time, whole fre Circumſtances. 
give 4: to the conduCt of wiſe men 1n their preſent Actions. - 
Governments, as well as Courts, «haze their Faſhions : The 
- ſame Cloathes will not alwayes ſerve: And Politicks made. 
Obſolete by new Accidents, are as »ſafe to follow, as anti-. 
quated Dreſſes were ridisnl0:4 to. ware. gs 
Thus Sea-men know, and teach us in their daily practice 2- 
They hamonur the Winds, though they will /e as near as they 
can, and zrim their Sails by. their Compals : And by patience 
under theſe conſtrained and uneven Courſes, it is they gain 
their Port at laſt. This juſtifies the Governments ehange of 
 Meaſuresfrom the change of Things ; for res no/nnt male Ad- 
miniſirari. hs EOS 
And to be free, it looks more-then Partial, to-Ele&t and ' 
Reprobate too. That the Charch of. England 1s -preter d, and 9 
has the Fat of the Earth, the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and' py, 
the Power of. the Sword in her Sons Hands, which comprehend 
all the Honours, Places, Profits, 'anas Powers of. the Kzngdom, . wal 
muſt-not be repined at :..Let her have it, and keep it all, and lil 
let none dare ſeek or accept an Office that is not of her, But | 1. 
to ruin Diſſezters to compleat her Happineſs, (pardon the Al- | 
lnſion) is Calviniſm) in the worſt ſence; tor this is that Hs. 
| Yendens: | 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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readenm Decretum redue?'d to Prattice : And to periue that ift- 
natured Principle, Me are civily Dann'd for that they canyet 
help, ſince Faith is not in Man's Power, though it ſometimes 
expoles one to it. - ok : 


Trisa ſevere Dilemma, that a man muſt either renounce That 
of which he makes Conſcience in the ſight of God,or be C:zvi/ly 
and Eccleſiaſtically Reprobated, There was a time, when the 

Church of England her ſelf ſtood in need of Indulgence, and 
made up a great part of the Voz-Conformiſts of this Kingdom, 
and what ſhe then wanted, {he pleaded for, I mean a Tolera- 
tioz, and that in a general Stile, as divers of the Writings of 
her DoCtors tell us : Of which let it be enough but to men- 
tion that excellent Diſcourſe of Dr. Taylor, Biſhop of Down, 


entituled, Liberty of P2ophecy. 


And that which makes Severity look the worſe in the Mem-- 


bers of the Chureh of England, is the Modeſty ſhe profefſes about 
the Truth of the things ſhe believes: Por though perhaps it 
_ - were Indefencible in any Churck to compel a man to that 
whach ſhe wereinfallibly aſſured to be true, unleſs ſhe ſuper. 
ceeded his Ignorance by Convidtion, rather than Authority, it 
muſt, doubtleſs, look rude, to puniſh men into Conformity 
to that, of the truth of which, the Church her lelf petends 
no certainty. = / 

Not that I would leſs believe a Church ſo cautious, than 
one more confident; but I know not how to help thinking 
Perſecution harſh, when they Rurx People for not believing that, 
which they have not in themſelves the Power of believing, and 
which ihe cannot give them, and of which her ſelf is or tnfal. 
' Libly aſſured. The Drift of this is Poderation, which well 
|| becomes us poor Mortals, That for every Idle Word we ſpeak, 
' mmſtgive an Account at the day of Fudgment, if our Savieur's 
| DoErine have any credit with us. 
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It . would much mitigate the Severity, if the diſſent were 
Sullez, or in Contempt: But it men can't help or hinder their 
_ Belief, they are rather Vzhappy than Guilty, and more to be p:#72d 
than þ/amed. However, they are of the reaſonable ſtock of the 
Country, and tho? they were unworthy of Favor, they may 
not be unfit tolive. *Tis Capital, at Law,to deſtroy BaFards, 
and By-blows are laidto the Pariſh.to keep: They muſt 
maintain them at lait : And ſhall not theſe natural Sons,at leaſt; 
be laid at the Door of the Kingdom ! - Unhappy Fate of Dz/- 
ſenters ! to be leſs heeded;: and more dettitute than any Body. 
It. this ſhould EVEer happen to be the efcct of their own Folly, 
with ſubmiſſion, it can never be the conſequence of the Goverz- 
ment's Engagements... @ © | 


Election does not neceſlarily imply a Beptobation of the 
reſt. If God hathele&ed ſome to Salvation, it will not follow 
of courſe, that he hath abſolutely rejected all the reſt. For 
tho? he was God of the Fews, he was God of the Geptzles too, 
and they were his People, tho? the Jews were his peculiar People, 
God reſpeits not Perſons, ſays St. Peter, the good of all Nations 
are accepted. The Difference at laſt, will not be of Dptnion; 
but $99zks : Sheep or Goats, All, of all Judgments will 
be found: , And, Come, Well done ; or Go ye Workers of Int- 
guity,will conclude their Eternal State : Let us be careiul there 
fore of an Opinion-Rep1obation of one another. 

' We ſee the God of Naturehath taught us. {ofter Doctrine in 

| his creat Book of the: World ;: His 6 [hines, and his Raiz falls 
pon all, - All the Produftions of Nature are by Love, and {þall 
it be proper to Religion only to propagate by Force ? The poor 
Hen inftrutts us in Humanity,who, to defend her feeble Young, . 
refuſes no danger. All the Seeds and Plants that grow for the _ 
uſe of Man, are produc'd-by the kind and:warm Influences of | 
the Sun. *Tis Kyznareſſ that upholds Humane Race. People | 
don't Multiply in ſpight : And if it be by gentle and frienaly | 

pa Fed bal wayes, | 
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ways, that Netove- produces and matures: the - Creatures : of 
the World, certainly Re ligiog: ſhould teach. us to be Mild and. 
Bearing. 

| Let your Moderation be known to all men, was the © aying of a. 
great DoCtor of the Chiiftian Faith, ar d his-Reaſon for that 
command Cogezt, - For the -Lord-is-at hand. As if he had ſaid, 
Have a care what.you -do, be not b:tter nor. violext, for the 
Tudge ts at the Door :* Doas you would be done to, leſt what 


you dexyto others, God Should refuſ uſe to.y08.. 


And after alt this, hall [the Chirch of England be leſs ode 
of mens C onſciences, than our. comm0x Law is of their Lives, 
which had rather a:'Thouland Cr:minals ſhould eſcape, than 
that One Innocent ſhould periſh? . Give me leaveto fay, that 
there are many. [zpocerts (Confience excepted.) now expoſe ed, 
Men honeſt; peaccabte:agdaſetulz free of ill deſl ignes ; that. 


pray for Cer, and. Pa ther'T ribute to Ceſar. ] 


It any tell usz They have; or. may, ill uſe their Toleration, TI * 
fay, this muſt belookitra, and AQF- Liberty therefore refuſed ; 
. for the Exglifſp Church egpgat do mach forget. her. own. Maxic 

to Diilenters, 'Lhat Propies: ub ours 107 eff 'T, olkepdts i uſus. 
| ſuffices to. our Argument, "tis Ng; neceſſary Conſequence, FE 
that Fa and:/Time' are for! us... And if, any miſuſe ſuch 
Freedom,.and.entitle Cyp{cience.to; Mi/hebhavour, we have other 
Laws .cnough to catch and::puarh -the:, « fFendors, . without 
treating ©We arty wirh the Spoils of "Sir. And when Reli- | 

10n becomes no- mans Intereſt, it wall hardly ever be any 
mans Hypocrihe. Men will chuſe by. Conſcience, which at 
leaſt preterves Integrity, though it were. miſtaken : And if 


not in the. wrong, 1rath recompences. Inquiry, and Light 
makes amenus for Diſſent. SE 


And ſince a plain Methed offers it ſelf, ſrem the Circum- 
tan CES 
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frances of our caſe, T take the freedom to preſent it ſor the 
Aogel of the extreated.Toler ation. 


Much has been deſired, ſaid and prefſt in reference to the 
late King's being Head of a Proteſtant League, which takes 10 
but a part of the Chriſtian World ; the Roman and Grecian 
Chriſtians being excluded. ButT moſt humbly offer,that our 
Wiſemen would pleaſe to think of another Title tor our Kzzg, 
and that 1s Head of a Chri#ian League, and give the Expert- 
ment here at Home in his own Dominions. 

The Chriftian Religion is admitted of Af in the Text, 
and by Al acknowledged,in the Apoſtles Creed. Hereevery 
Party of Chrift;azs meet, and center as ina general. The 
ſeveral Species of Chriitians, that this Germs divideth it ſelf 
into, are thoſe divers Per{waſtons we have within this King- 
dom; The Church of England, Roman - Catholicks, 
GLectans, Lutherans, Preſbyterians, Jndependents, 
Anabaptiſts, Nuakers, Socimans : Theſe I call ſo ma- 
ny Orders of Chriſtians, that «mire in the Text, and aiffer only 


in the Comment; All owning one Deity, Saviour and Fudge, 
 £o0d Works, Rewards and Puniſhments: which Boates once 
regulated, and holding of the Prince, as Head of the Govern- 
ment, maintaining Charity, and preſſing Piety, will be an Ho- 

zour to Chriſtianity, a Strewgth to the Prince, and a Benefir to 

the Publick: For inlieu of an «xattainable(at beitan wnſincere) 

b Uniform we {hall have in C:vils, Unity and Fmity in 
F* PFartrh. 
| +- "The Jews before, and in the time of Herod, were divided 
=  intodivers Sets. There were Phariſees, Sadduces, Herodians 
_- and Eſſexes, They maintain'd their Diſſent without R#zz to 


the Government. And the Magiſtrates felt under zo cenſure 

2:From Chriſt for that Toleration, 
#-+ 2 The Gentiles, as already has been obſerved, had their 
* 7aivers Orders of Philoſophers ; - as Di{agrecing as ever 


* GR 8 
Chriſtians were,& that without Kite ger to the Peace of the State + 
The Turks rhemfelves ſhow us, thar both other Religions, | 
_ and divers Setts of their own, are very Tolerable, with ſecurity. 
to their Government, = 

The Roman Church is a confiderable Inſtance to'our: points : 
for ſhe is made up.of divers Orders of both Sexes, of very differ=. - 

ing Principles, fomented. ftometimes to great Feads and Contro- - 
verfies ; as between Franciſcans, Pominicans, Jeſuits and ; 
Sozbemiſts ; yet. without: danger.to the Political ftateiof the - 
Church... On.the contrary, ſhe therefore caſt herſelf into that - 
Method, that ihe might-/afely give went to Opinion.and Zeal, and 
ſuffer both without danger of Schiſm. And theſe Regulars are by . 
the Popes Graunts, priviledg'd with-an Exemprion from Ep;ſcopas + 
Viſitation and Juriſdif#ios... 

Changing then the 'Ferms, from. Church to: State, the. . 
whole Contrivance looks: Wiſe and Immitable, For as by this; -- 
Schiſns in their Church, ſo Fation in our State may be prevents: - 
ed. And thele civil Regulars depending on the civil Power, as... 
thoſe Religious..ones do upon the Popes,-will naturally, like - 
them, become the perpetual Yorarzes of its greatneſs. And thus - 
all Parties hanging, like Keys, by one Ring, at the civil, Magj= - 
ſtrates Girdle,-thougn each. has its ſeveral Lock, he that keeps + 
them: can-open and ſhut every. Door, as Perſons deſerve, and * 
the publick Satety requires. 

To make this more eafie in Grant and PraQtice, with our Six. -- 
periors ;.. I humbly -propoſe, F/r/#, That every Party do Sub- 
{cribe an Engagement. of their Fidelity to.the King.and Go: -.- 
wernment, 1n Terms the moſt full ang plain that may be : In _ 
which, as the King will have an: Account of. their Number, fo 
of their Principles of Du to the Government, and Abhorranee 
of all Faction and Rebellion, Without. which I would:nor- 
{peak a word... $ 7 x] 

Secondly, 'T hat the Names and Abode of all Diflentets abaxzell 
the & ge of ſixteen be Regiſtred.- As alſo the Number oof g 
Meetings, their Placeand. Time... 
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Thizdly, That rhe Doors of their Megting-Houſes be ever open 3 
during their time of Worjhip, and. that.it ſhall be a Premunire for 
ny Diſſenter to come Armed to any ſuch Mceting of Worſhip-: 
Foxrthly, That once 1n every Year, the Names 0; Proſelztes be, 
dehvered in to the.Clark of the Peace-tor every County, and that 
all of that Party, .as well as, thoſe new Adherents, do rexew theip+ 
Obligation of Obedience, by Annual Subſcriptions, it required. 

Fifthly, Becauſe it is not impoſſible that ſome or Other. may > 
miſ-behave themſelves, and abule this Liberty, or be abuſed in 

the uſe of it... That in every County three Perſons of moſt Emi-- - 

' nency,among Dyſſexters,.be Teerly Named to the Magiſtrates by 

each Diſſentiag Jntereſt,toftanda kind of Repreſentatives,both to. 

 mformthem what they can,unon inquiry, of Perſons or Things: 
among the People of that Party,which may in the leaſt be thought; 

' toaffeQt the Government,and$io have redrefs of injuries done to 

' Perſons in the Jober uſc of their allowed Liberty. 

And Lafth, Becaule this Freedom will be beſt kept and impros, 
yed to the publick Benefit, by maintaining.a good and charitable, 
Underſtanding between the divers Orders of Chriſtians within 
themſelves : *Twere farther requiſit, That, No. Vick-Names: 
were continued,. and all Terms of Reproach, on all hands, pu- 


niſhable: And That Controverſial Points were caretully kad 5 
and Vice decry'd, and Holineſs preſft, Without which (St Pagl af. 
{ures us) #0 marſhall ſee the Lord. 

Theſe are the Methods that have had moſt weight with 
me, and the beſt I know to create a Reciprocal Confidence anc 
Intereſt between the Pyince and his Corforming and Di enting 
People : To be ſure, this Courſe hath ſucceeded well elie- where, 
even in Moezarchical States ;. And therefore in it{elf not incons 


ſiſtent with Monarchy, andvery agreeable to Chriſtianity. 


God Almighty inſpire the KING ®s Heart, and the Hearts 


*- His Great Council, 70 be the Glorious Inſtruments of this 
" bs x Bleſſing 70 the. Kznzdom. " 


Fo. 3 | 
[1 ſhall conclude this Dertwallle W1t]H the Judgment-of' | 
Torre Piows Fathers and Renowned Princes. 


FA Uadzatus and Alriffides, wrote two Apolovres to 
WS Adrian, for the Chriitian Faith, and againit the Per 
"+ > Ser oe dls £2 
Jufin $artor, an excellent Philoſopher and Chriſtian, 
"Writ two learned D:ſ[wafrves againſt Perſecution, which he 
dedicated (as Fake it) to. Antorinns Pris, And Marcns 
Aurelics Antoninus Weltito, Bilhop of Sarazx, a good and 
learned man, writ a {mart Defence for.the ChriltianReligion, 
and a Toleration, dedicated to. Perws. © | 
'Tertuilian, in his moſt ſharp and exce!'ent Apology for - 
the Chriitians, faſtens Perſecation upon the G:zxrites, as as in- 
Teperable Mark of Syperſtition and Error; as he makes the 
-Coriftian:Patience a Sign of Truth. In his Diſcourſe to Scaps1z, 
he fayes, 'T« no? the property of Religion to Periecute for Relz- 
-grox ; the ſhould be received for her [elf, not Force. 
Hilltary, an carly and learned Father, againi{t Avxemtire, 
UKith, The Chriſtian Charch does not perſecute, but is perſecuted. 
Atticus Biſhop of Conftantinople, would by no means. 
'-have the Miniſter. of Vze to reſpe&t any Opinion + or Set 
whatloever, in the Diſtribution of the Money ſent by him. 
for the Relief of Chriſtians ; and by no means to prejudice 
thoſe that praiſe a contrary DoQrine and Paith to theirs: 
| Fhathe ſhould be ſure to relieve thoſe that hunger & thirlt, 
and have not wherewith to help themſelves, and make that 
_ therule of his confideration. In ſhort, he made rhe EHerericts 
_ to haves Wiſdom in Admiration, .1n that he would by no 
 >Me3nstroudie or mmoleſt them. - F 
2328cits (another Biſhop of Conffantitople).. was of 


| this Opinion, That zr ws far eaſir by fair means 70 allere unte 
| #62 Church, than by force to compell.:. He determined to vex no 


x EEE... 
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Sect whatever, but reſtored to the Chureh the renowried * 
Yirtue of Aeekeſs required in Chriſtian Miniſters. - 

It we will next. hear the DHiffotians own-Judgment, - 
upon a Toleration,. I a» of ' opinion. (ſays he) that he is & 
Per/ecutor, that ir any kind of way moleſtetb ſuch men as lead a * 

quiet and peaceable Life:  Lhus Socrates in-his third Book : - 
in his ſeventh, - he tells.us, 1 har the Biſhop of Sinada, indeed, 
did baniſh the Hereticks, -but neither did he this © ({ays he). 
according .to the Rule of the Catholick” Church, - which 3s not © 
accuſtomed. to perſecute, (1. 7.) + ns ; 
Ladctantius, tells the angry men of his time, thus, if _ 


you-wiil, with Blood, Evil and Torments defend your Worſhip, + 
it fball not thereby be defended, but polluted, '.. Fry 

Chryſoftom ſaith expreſly, That z# # not the manxer of the -* 
Children. of God, to perſecute about their Religiop, but ' an evi- 
dent Token of Antichrift.. 


Thus the- Fathers and Dotters of the firſt Ages: That 


Emperors and Prixces have IN ler us:hear ſome of - 
greateſt note,. and moſb preſſing to us. -- 


Jerom, a good and.learned Father, * laith,' That Herefie © 
aut be cut off with the Sword of the Spirit. 6 
Eonſtantitius, the Father of Conftanrine the great, laid - 
this down for a Principle, That thoſe that were Diſlojalto Goa, . 
would never be truſty to their Prince. *. Afd Which 18 more, he - 
liv'd thus, -and ſo dy'd, as his great Speech to his great. Son, -- 
on his Death-bed, 'amply evidetices. © 
Conſtantine the Great, in his Speech to' the Roman.” 
Senate, tells them, There ic this difference between Humane and © 
Divine Homage and Serwice, that the one is compel, and The- 
_wiher ought to ve free. FEY 
- Enfebius Bamphilt, - in the Life of Conſtantive, tel's © ox 
5,” thatin his Prayer-to God, he f{aid, Let thy People, I be- © in, 
*  ſxeeh thee,” defire and maintain Peace, living free from Sedition”” 
 6@79Er929m07 good pu vent of ail theWorld; and theſe ag _ 
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ted « away with Error, let them deſire to live in Peace api Trans” 
quility with the faithful: for friendly humane Sortety avH Cone 
rerce with them,” will very much avail to bring thens to 'the right” 
way.” Let no man tnoleſt another,” but let every ont fellow the” 
Per{waſion ef their ewn Conſcience: But let thoſethat have 's | 
7rue Opinion tonterning Got, be perfwatkd, that ſuch us regulate” 
their Lives by Gods holy Laws: "'delead ay holy axd uprioht Life * | 
Bye thoſe that” will not conform thereuntb, may have berty to 
erect and ſet-up Altars. - Bir we will maintain the Church” 
anda true Religion,” which thor haſt committed ta our Defente. © 
Moreover, we deſire that they may Joyfutly FOCep ve AYR welkomethis © 
general offer vf* Peace andConcord:* 

This was- the Judgment: of the moſt celebrated Emperor * 
that ever -proteſled the Chriſtian Faith.” 1 have cited other 
Emperors -in-theBody of this Diſcourſs ; but. becauſe the 
worſt are to be commended when they do well;Ualens him- 
Jelf, charm'd with the {weetnefs and ftrength of the Philo« 
fopher: Themiſtins inhiselegenr Ordtion, grew moderate * 
towards the Orthedox, *'whom a little before he had ſeverely, 
treated: Of which theſe were the: heads ; That he perſecuted | 

. without reaſon; -Peoplerof 200d Lives : That it was 20 Crime #0 
thizk'o?. believe otherwiſe Map the Princebelicved : That he ought © 

| 220t fo be tronbled at the diverfty of Opinions: Ti hat the Gentiles © 

were much more divided in>their Trdement thas'the Chriftians : © 

| That it yrafreerh, =that every ScttF-aimed at the 1ruth;” and lived * 
virtuouſly,”- We havechad- Modern Royal Bkamples - 

Stephen, King of Poland, declared his Mind inthe” 
point controverted, thus, 7 am. Kzze of Mer, and not of Cons" 
we! W 1 Commundir of Bidies* ad a0t of Souls, © 

VEE King of 1 BohHeni Ia was of opinion, That mens Com 
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